
        
 

Dear Faithfuls, 
 

Happy 2025 to you!  May God bless you and our congregation in this coming year. 
 

My hope for this year is to emphasize our Lifework Statement in this way: 
January through April, we focus on Sharing Christ’s Love – what ways can we as a             

congregation, and we as individuals share the love of Christ with others? We will be having 
a one-day retreat on January 25.  You might invite a friend to join you, and in so doing, 
share Christ’s love. You might take a friend, who is a bit down, out to lunch and listen to 
their concerns.  What other ways can we share Christ’s love? 

May through August, we focus on Spreading Christ’s Word – how might we share Christ’s 
Word?  One of our worshippers recently invited a friend to worship with him – that is a way 
to spread Christ’s word. Attend the Adult Bible Study class and live out what you learn in 
that class is a way to spread Christ’s word.  (St. Francis of Assisi allegedly said, “Preach 
the Gospel at all times; when necessary, use words.”) What other ways can we spread 
Christ’s word? 

September through December, we focus on Caring for Others – how might we care for those 
around us?  We do care for others with the Thanksgiving Baskets, the Clothing Giveaway, 
the mittens and hats for the elementary children, and other mission activities of this church.  
How do you as an individual care for others? Do you volunteer somewhere? Do you give 
rides to those who are no longer driving? Maybe you shovel the walk of an elderly       
neighbor.  At the end of the year, especially, let us care for others. 

May God bless us as we live out the work that he is leading us to do. 

          Peace, 
          Becky    

Faith Presbyterian Church 
Becky Balestri, Pastor  
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Streaming Sunday Worship Service    
10:00 am 

 

We continue to broadcast the worship service 
on Facebook. If you do not have computer 
access, you may listen to the service by   

calling 1-844-855-4444 and                      
entering access code 716966#. 

FAITH PRAYER CHAIN   
  

Email prayer requests to  
prayer@faith-presbyterian.com  

or call the office from 9am - 5pm    
402-331-6944  

Session Highlights 
 

The Session and Deacons met together for a potluck meal and sharing of their ministries. We wel-
comed Sabrina Glesmann and Sue Kropp as new deacons, and Angie Madden and Joni Huddleston as 
new elders. We thanked Susie Melonis and Ken Anderson for their service as deacons. 
 

Your session made the following decisions: 
Approved baptizing Emmett Kasprzak on January 12, 2025 
Determined the new committee chairs 
Our insurance is going up – there was a good discussion about our options; session will work on 

this concern again next month 
Approved the communion schedule for 2025 
Approved a whole bunch of policies for the revised Manual of Operations 
Set the date for the congregational meeting to be February 2, 2025 
Session will have a session training/retreat on February 8, 2025 

 

The pastor shared with the session that we have received an anonymous gift of $80,000 – yes, that’s 
the right number of zeroes!  The donors have asked that $15,000 be put in the Legacy Fund, and 
that $65,000 be used for modernization.  The session elders were stunned and grateful! 
 

We thanked Tracy Kristensen for her wonderful service on Session. 
 

Please pray for your elders as they lead this church to share Christ’s love, spread Christ’s Word and 
care for others. 

Community Christmas Carol Concert   
Joint Choir and Bell Choir at St Paul United Methodist Church 

on December 8th 
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Our first lunch of 2025 will be held on  

January 3rd at 11:30 am. 
 

Start the New Year by joining our group at 
El Vallarta Mexican Restaurant 

8045 S 83rd Avenue 
La Vista 

 
 

Sign up at church by January 2nd or contact 
Sharon Fleming at                  

402-709-2103 or sfleming43@aol.com for 
your reservation or if you need a ride. 

Transitions Group 
 

    When a family member’s memory starts to 
change and decline, it is a challenge for the 
people around them. If you are in this situa-
tion, Faith Church is here for you. A small 
group of members and friends meets monthly, 
all of whom have a family member with some 
form of dementia. We share our experiences. 
We listen. We comfort and console, and we 
even give a little advice. 
    If there is a member of your family that is 
transitioning to the next stage of life, a time 
when their memory isn’t good, you are invited 
to be part of this group on the third Friday of 
every month, at 10:00 am in Room 1 – the 
comfy room.  Coffee is always served. 
    Questions?  Please call Becky Balestri at 
402-709-0568. 

Mental Health/Illness Group 
 

The Mental Health/Illness Group meets the first 
Saturday of each month at 10:00 am, in the 
Comfy Room.   
 

Are you living with an adult child who is fail-
ing to launch?  Please join us.  Has a family 
member been diagnosed with a mental illness, 
but refuses to take their medicine? Please join 
us. Are you scared to talk about a family   
member, for fear people will judge you?  Please 
join us – you will not only not be judged, you 
will be understood. And, everything said in the 
group stays in the group.   
 

If you aren’t sure if this is a group for you, 
please call Becky Balestri at 402-709-0568 and 
talk with her. 

The Legacy Fund  
 

Our Legacy Fund is growing!  This past month, 
we received a gift of $15,000 (please see Session 
Highlights) for this future oriented fund.  The 
people who gave the gift did so through the 
Omaha Community Foundation (https://
omahafoundation.org/) which allows you to 
make a gift anonymously, and still receive the 
tax benefits.   
 

You can give to the Legacy Fund at any time – 
even while you are still living.  Or, you might 
include a gift to the Faith Legacy Fund in your 
will.  Either way, you will be supporting the long
-term viability of this congregation and its      
lifework of sharing Christ’s love, spreading 
Christ’s Word, and caring for others. 

Fellowship Time 9:30 - 9:55 am 
Come join us before the church service for donuts, coffee, and fellowship. 

https://omahafoundation.org/
https://omahafoundation.org/


Your Session 
Clerk of Session - Joe Seda 

Discipleship Angie Madden 
Facilities        Matt Kasprzak 
         Jim Willett 
         Doug Bogenhagen 
Fellowship        Joni Huddleston 
Human Res        Bob Meyer 
Mission & Ev      Terri O’Brien 
Support        Peter Svoboda 
Worship        Al Zimmerman  

Clothing Give Away Update 
 

The next Give Away is January 18.  We will be 
sorting January 8th , 29th, and February 5th. 
 

Thanks for your wonderful  support in 2024. 
 

John and Terri and the  
Mission and Evangelism  Team 

Youth for Christ/Be the Story 
 

Last year, Faith Church hosted a table at 
Youth for Christ’s fundraiser “Be the      
Story.”  The Faithfuls who attended raved 
about what a great experience it was. So, 
your session agreed to host a table again.  
Save the date: March 2, 2025, 5:30 at the 
Embassy Suites.  Be watching for more  
information and how you can attend this 
great event that supports introducing 
youth to Christ. 

Thanksgiving Baskets 
 

We would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to all those 
who made our Thanksgiving Project possible.   
Thanksgiving baskets were donated to 15 needy families 
in our area. 14 families also received a credit of $135    
toward one of their utility bills. This was an added blessing 
at this time of the year when utility bills can be so high.    
 

Thank you to the Presbyterian Women for their continuing 
support each year with a monetary donation from the 
group.   
 

Many thanks also to those who helped that day: Ken     
Andersen, Bill Neubert, Barb May, Jim and Susie Melonis, 
Brad and Melanie Lechner, and John O’Brien.  You were 
a tremendous group to work with.  Doug Bogenhagen, we 
appreciate you setting up tables for us.  
 

Thanks so much to everyone for your generosity and 
compassion!  Please continue to keep these and other 
families in need in your prayers. 
 

Mission/Evangelism Team  

Jan 1   Jim Willett 
Jan 3   Marilyn Mavity 
Jan 10  Kara Negley 
Jan 13  Becky Balestri 
Jan 24  Doug Bogenhagen 
Jan 24  Lynda Shafer 
Jan 24  Ann Tresemer 
Jan 29  Mary Ann Stevens 
Jan 31  Betty Eggleston 

 



Sightings 
 

Terri O’Brien, Debbie Kippley, and 
Janice Miner were seen assembling 
44 gift bags in the church hallway. 
These gifts, sorted by male and female 
were delivered to Sheltering Tree, a 
safe, affordable apartment community 
for adults with developmental            
disabilities. Thank you, Terri, Debbie 
and Janice, for sharing Christ’s love and 
caring for others.  AND, thank you to all 
who contributed gifts and money to 
make these gifts possible!! 
 

We appreciate the people in the media 
booth each Sunday. They allow us to 
hear, to see and for people at home to 
worship through Facebook Live. Thank 
you to Cindy Andersen, Shayla Hall, 
Steve Bottorff, and Bob Meyer.  
(Note:  Bob has been programming a lot 
– Sunday, December 29, he was in the 
booth!) 

Next Adult Education Class – Unoffendable! 
 

Many of us older adults have noticed that people seem to be easily offended.  Is there a way to live 
that allows us to not be offended?  If you are in that boat, you are invited to the next Adult Class.  We 
will be using the book “Unoffendable,” to explore how we might “replace perpetual frustration and 

anger with refreshing humility and gratitude.” 
 

This class will begin on January 19, 2025.  Please sign up in the Centrum as we will need to order 
enough books. 

 

This class will also be available on Zoom. If you would like to attend via Zoom, please contact Becky   
Balestri, either by phone or email, and let her know – we’ll send you a link! 

Baptism! 
 

We will have another baptism on January 12!  

(Please see Session Highlights.)  This year,    

January 12 is the celebration of Baptism of Our 

Lord, an annual day to remember that Jesus 

himself was baptized in the Jordan River by 

John the Baptist.  In addition to baptizing baby 

Emmett, we will also re-affirm our own           

baptismal vows.  
 

When a child is baptized, the congregation 

promises, “With joy and thanksgiving, we      

welcome you into Christ’s church; for we are all 

one in Christ. We promise to love, encourage, 

and support you, to share the good news of the 

gospel with you, and to help you know and     

follow Christ.”  Please join us on January 12 as 

we remember our own baptism and celebrate a 

new child in Christ. 

Annual Congregational Meeting 
 

Please stay after the worship service on 

Sunday, February 2, 2025, for our     

annual congregational meeting.  As 

usual, the congregation votes on the 

pastor’s compensation, and can bring 

any business to the congregation.  And, 

please be listening/watching for the 

meal that the Fellowship Team will host 

for us. It might be potluck; it might be 

something else. Ask the Fellowship 

Team how you can help! 

An Uncluttered Life Retreat 
 

You are invited to attend the         
Uncluttered Retreat on January 25, 
2025, from 11:00 to 3:00 pm.  The 
Rev. Suzanne Gorhau will lead us in 
ways to literally declutter space, and 
to spiritually declutter our lives so 
that God may enter in.  Suzanne will 
have a variety of activities for us to 
explore becoming uncluttered. 
 

Please RSVP to bkillion@hotmail.com 
if you will be attending. We’ll be  
serving lunch and want enough for 
everyone. 

mailto:bkillion@hotmail.com



