
        
Dear Faithfuls, 
 

Blessed Advent to you!  Yes, Advent is upon us, a time of waiting and expecting and    
preparing for the coming of Christ. 
 

This year, we will be ‘traveling’ to Bethlehem.  We are borrowing resources from Design 
Studio, which is offering a city each week.  We’ll go to Rome, Jerusalem, Nazareth and 
Bethlehem – and probably the country of Persia, too.  We’ll consider the impact those 
cities had on the birth of Christ. 
 

We will also lift up hope, peace, joy, and love through the season. These are typical 
themes for Advent. Hopefully, we’ll have a new understanding of them.  And, each     
Sunday the children will hear a conversation with the donkey.  You’ll just have to wait and 
find out about the donkey! 
 

This is how we’ll be celebrating Advent during Sunday worship. Hopefully, you will be  
honoring Advent Monday through Saturday as well.  D365 will surely have Advent        
reflections.  I just found a book on Amazon titled “Junkyard Wisdom Advent: Authentic, 
daily devotions about the human, humorous, and sometimes messy side of the Advent 
story.”  Yes, a long title, and I’m curious about what the author will offer.  You might   
explore the PCUSA Store (https://www.pcusastore.com/) for other devotions. 
 

In all, may we turn aside from the holly/jolly/Christmas-too-soon of our culture, and 
turn toward our God of Love. 
 

           Peace, 
           Becky    
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RMDs 
 

If you’re 73 or older, you will be required to 
take out a Required Mandatory Distribution 
(RMD) in 2025 from your IRA/401K’s. The 
money you are required to take out is     
counted as income and is taxable .   
 

There is good news as you can use a      
portion of that to cover your donation to the 
church, and that portion will not be taxed. 
For example -  if your RMD requirement is 
$20,000 and your pledge is $6000, you will 
not be taxed on your $6,000 donation made 
directly to the church. 
 

You will need to contact the finance manager 
of your IRA/401K and have them send the 
check (in this case $6,000) directly to the 
church for your pledge.  You may set this up 
as a one time donation or monthly donations. 
As long as you do not physically take control 
of the money, it is not taxable.  Ask that your 
name be included on the check as the donor, 
and please notify the church that the check 
is coming. 
  

IRA Requirements for RMD’s can be found 
at this site: 
Retirement Topics — Required Minimum 
Distributions (RMDs) | Internal Revenue Ser-
vice (irs.gov) 

Questions? Please contact Bill Mavity at  
402-960-1525 or the church office. 

Session Highlights 
 

The Session meeting opened with reading our Covenant and prayer. 
 

Your session made the following decisions: 
Approved the proposed budget for 2025 
Approved having a Longest Night Service on December 21, at 4:00 pm, and the Christmas Eve 

service on December 24, at 4:00 pm 
Agreed to host the Presbytery on May 3 
Agreed to host a service for pastors on January 23 
Agreed to host a table for the “Be the Story” fundraiser for Youth for Christ 
Heard from Doug Bogenhagen that we are receiving over $2,300 from the Komerak Trust to 

pay for new carpeting in the Fellowship Hall (too much rain and flooding has stained the 
carpet) 

 

Please pray for your elders as they lead this church to share Christ’s love, spread Christ’s Word 
and care for others. 

Next Adult Education Class – Unoffendable! 
 

Many of us older adults have noticed that people 
seem to be easily offended.  Is there a way to live that 
allows us to not be offended?  If you are in that boat, 
you are invited to the next Adult Class.  We will be 
using the book “Unoffendable,” to explore how we 
might “replace perpetual frustration and anger with 

refreshing humility and gratitude.” 
 

This class will begin on January 19, 2025.  Please 
sign up in the Centrum as we will need to order 

enough books. 
 

This class will also be available on Zoom. If you 
would like to attend via Zoom, please contact Becky 
Balestri, either by phone or email, and let her know – 

we’ll send you a link! 

Longest Night Service 
Saturday, December 21 at 4:00 pm 

 

If you have experienced any kind of loss in 

the last year – the death of a loved one, the 

loss of a job, a relationship that broke, a 

parent not remembering your name – then 

this Christmas might not be ‘holly and jolly.’  

Yet, Christ is coming – to bring comfort.  You 

are invited to the Longest Night Service on 

Saturday, December 21, at 4:00 pm.  This 

service is contemplative and experiential – 

and hopefully offers comfort. 
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The December holiday Lunch Bunch will be 
December 6 at 11:30 am  

 

Olive Garden 
Shadow Lake, Papillion 

 
 

Sign up at church by December 4th or contact 
Sharon Fleming at                  

402-709-2103 or sfleming43@aol.com for 
your reservation or if you need a ride. 

FAITH PRAYER CHAIN   
  

Email prayer requests to  
prayer@faith-presbyterian.com  

or call the office from 9am - 5pm    
402-331-6944  

Transitions Group 
 

    When a family member’s memory starts to 
change and decline, it is a challenge for the 
people around them. If you are in this situa-
tion, Faith Church is here for you. A small 
group of members and friends meets monthly, 
all of whom have a family member with some 
form of dementia. We share our experiences. 
We listen. We comfort and console, and we 
even give a little advice. 
    If there is a member of your family that is 
transitioning to the next stage of life, a time 
when their memory isn’t good, you are invited 
to be part of this group on the third Friday of 
every month, at 10:00 am in Room 1 – the 
comfy room.  Coffee is always served. 
    Questions?  Please call Becky Balestri at 
402-709-0568. 

Mental Health/Illness Group 
 

The Mental Health/Illness Group meets the first 
Saturday of each month at 10:00 am, in the 
Comfy Room.   
 

Are you living with an adult child who is fail-
ing to launch?  Please join us.  Has a family 
member been diagnosed with a mental illness, 
but refuses to take their medicine? Please join 
us. Are you scared to talk about a family mem-
ber, for fear people will judge you?  Please join 
us – you will not only not be judged, you will 
be understood. And, everything said in the 
group stays in the group.   
 

If you aren’t sure if this is a group for you, 
please call Becky Balestri at 402-709-0568 and 
talk with her. 

Salad Luncheon Thank You 
 

A big Thank You to the entire congregation for           
supporting the Salad Luncheon on November 7

th
. What 

a wonderful time of fellowship. We are glad we’re able 
to continue this activity.  Thanks to everyone who      

donated to the boutique and bake sale, brought salads, 
and helped before and during the luncheon.  

 

Some of the various church groups and organizations 
we support are Pastor’s Discretionary Fund,               

miscellaneous kitchen expenses, Coffee Fellowship, 
Music Ministry, Thanksgiving Baskets, Clothing        

Giveaway, Carol’s House of Hope, Camp Calvin Crest, 
NeighborGood Food Pantry, and Youth for Christ.  If 

families are unable to donate to a funeral lunch, we can 
provide it at no cost. 

 

Again, Faith Presbyterian Women thank you for your continued support. 

 

mailto:prayer@faith-presbyterian.com


Dec 1   Debbie Eggers 
Dec 1   Scott Jamieson 
Dec 2   Steve Norman 
Dec 6   Robin Gentry 
Dec 6   Margaret Hermanson 
Dec 15  Karen Greni 
Dec 16  Richard Kropp 
Dec 16  Carol Matschullat 
Dec 16  Bill Wollenhaupt 
Dec 19  Pam Bottorff 
Dec 30  Tom Negley 

Streaming Sunday                    
Worship Service    10:00am 

 

We continue to broadcast the worship 
service on Facebook. If you do not have 
computer access, you may listen to the 
service by calling 1-844-855-4444 and 

entering access code 716966#. 

Clothing Give Away Update 

. 
There will be no Clothing  Give Away in        

December. We will be sorting on December 
4th and 18th at 9:00 am. 

Sightings 

On Sunday, October 27, the Discipleship Team 
hosted a fun Halloween party, including lunch.  
A big thank you to Shayla Hall, Susie and Jim 
Melonis, Peter Svoboda, Terri O’Brien and 
John O’Brien for making this event such a 
success! 
 

Our own Lynda Shafer was elected to the 
Presbytery’s Faith, Education and Leadership 
Development committee for a three-year 
term. Lynda is highly skilled and will offer 
much to this committee. 

41st Annual   
Christmas Carol      

Concert 

Area Church Choirs & Bell Choirs 
Brass ensemble accompanying  

congregation-led carols 
Hallelujah Chorus with  

Choirs, Congregation & Brass 

Sunday, December 8, 2024 
6:00 pm 

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church  
324 Jackson St., Papillion 

The Legacy Fund  
 

As you know, the Legacy Fund was created to 
provide long-term financial stability for the 
church, while also providing funds to further the 
work of Jesus Christ.  The original $30,000 that 
was invested earlier this year, has already grown 
to over $33,000, in seven months!  
 

You can give to the Legacy Fund at any time – 
while you are still living.  Or, you might include 
a gift to the Faith Legacy Fund in your will.    
Either way, you will be supporting the long-term 
viability of this congregation and its lifework of 
sharing Christ’s love, spreading Christ’s Word, 
and caring for others. 




