Dear Faithfuls,

November means Thanksgiving. By Thanksgiving do we mean stuffing ourselves with turkey,
dressing, mashed potatoes and pumpkin pie, and then watching a football game? Or, might we be
people that truly give thanks.

On Sunday mornings, we are thankful people — giving thanks for family, and good health, and air
conditioning. | invite you to deepen the ways in which you give thanks — by giving thanks because...
Your elders have practiced this at a session meeting, and it seems to strengthen the prayer.

To pray, “I'm thankful for my grandchildren” is one prayer. To pray, “I'm thankful for my
grandchildren because they bring delight to dull days, and make me laugh, and hug me with
abandon” is a whole different prayer. (Recently, | laughed because the 4-year-old said, to me,
“Actually, Grandma...” What 4-year-old uses ‘actually’?)

During this month of giving thanks, | invite you to pray:
| am thankful for because
| am happy that because
| am grateful that because

As you pray this way, pay attention to your spirit, to your well-being, to your connection with God. It
just might make a difference.

Peace,

Becky

FAITH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

8100 Giles Road,
La Vista, NE 68128
402-331-6944

Becky Balestri, Pastor
Web page: www.faith-presbyterian.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/faithpresby

Office hours: 9am - 5pm
Monday - Thursday




Session Highlights

We welcomed Scout Sophia Haggar, her Scout Leader Faye Haggar, and Lu Ann Kluch to the meeting.

After hearing Sophia’s proposal for a fundraising Pasta Feed at Faith Church in March 2026, the elders
approved her proposal.

The session called a congregational meeting for November 16, 2025 for the purpose of electing officers.
Faithfuls — please mark your calendar.

Tlh?j elders took a first look at the proposed 2026 budget; no action was taken, as we are still receiving
pledges.

A request was made for Facilities to bring their list of proposed modernization plans to the next Session
meeting so that elders can stay informed as to next steps and hopes.

:I?Iease pray for your elders as they lead this church to share Christ’s love, spread Christ's Word and care
or others.

Looking for Great Chili Cooks!

Our Fellowship Committee is hosting a
congregational Chili Cook-off on
November 2, 2025, immediately following

worship.

The committee is looking for:
Chili cooks, willing to ‘compete’

The next Lunch Bunch will be on Corn bread bakers, also willing to ‘compete’
Friday, November 7th at 11:30 am. Judges, who know good chili and good
What will be celebrated this month corn bread when they taste it!

at Ollie & Hobbs???
310 E. Gold Coast Road, Papillion

Sign up at church by November 5th or contact
Sharon Fleming at 402 709-2103 or
sfleming43@aol.com for your reservation
or if you need a ride.

Please be watching for a signup sheet to
participate.

And, of course, we need the congregation

to stay after church, relish this great food,

and enjoy lively conversation around the
tables.

Volunteer of the Month

We all learned to be more flexible during the pandemic. But, it’s been five years, and we have

sort of returned to our make-a-plan/execute-the-plan/be-relieved-that-the-plan-worked ways
of being.

We did, until we had four groups using the church building during one weekend, and a
member died and we needed to make room for a funeral, with a lunch. Kudos to Sharon
Fleming who flexed and flexed some more to plan the funeral luncheon. Wildewood Church
agreed to let us use their fellowship hall, so Sharon visited with the pastor there, and got a
tour of their space. She was all set to serve lunch there, with all her helpers, and then one of
the groups said that they would cancel their Saturday plans. So, Sharon flexed again, and
made plans for the lunch to be in our Fellowship Hall - not quite the space we have in the

Family Life Center, but better than crossing Giles Road. Thank you, Sharon, for being so very
flexible!



mailto:sfleming43@aol.com

Holiday/Harvest

“Salad Luncheon”
Bake Sale and Boutique

Thursday, November 6th

10:00 A.M. until 1:30 P.M.

Lunch

11:00 A.M. until 1:00 P.M.

$12.50

Children five and under are free
(To Go available)

Your Session

Clerk of Session - Joe Seda
Discipleship  Angie Madden

Facilities

Matt Kasprzak
Jim Willett
Doug Bogenhagen

Fellowship Joni Huddleston
Human Res Bob Meyer
Mission & Ev  Terri O’Brien

Support
Worship

Peter Svoboda
Al Zimmerman

Clothing Give Away Update

What can we say???? Your donations and support is

The last Give Away in 2025 is November 15. We will
be sorting October 29,
November 12 & 19, and December 3 & 10.

Just a quick reminder, we do not accept paint or
other chemicals. If possible, make sure that the
clothes donated are GENTLY used and clean.

Mission and Evangelism Team




BIRTH DAYS

Nov 1 Matt Kasprzak
Nov ¢ Bruce Starke
Nov 6 Bob MCKulsKy
Nov 18 Brad [Lechnher
Nov 19 Debbie Jamieson

Transitions Group

When a family member’s memory starts to change
and decling, it is a challenge for the people around them.
If you are in this situation, Faith Church is here for you.
A small group of members and friends meets monthly, all
of whom have a family member with some form of
dementia. We share our experiences. We listen. We
comfort and console, and we even give a little advice.

If there is @ member of your family that is
transitioning to the next stage of life, a time when their
memory isn't good, you are invited to be part of this
group on the third Friday of every month, at 10:00 am in
Room 1 — the comfy room. Coffee is always served.

Questions?
Please call Becky Balestri at 402-709-0568.

Sightings
Every Sunday, a member of our

congregation leads worship with the
pastor. A big thank you to Meg Dorsee,
Peggy Wagoner, Lynda Shafer, Terri

O’Brien, Tracy Kristensen, Scott

Jamieson, John Tresemer, Jeana

Svoboda, Angie Madden, Carolyn
Ernst, Chuck Shafter and Judi Crick.
Each of them gives thought and depth to

their prayers and worship leadership.

Thanksgiving Baskets
It’s a Tradition!

Your Mission Committee will again be filling 15
Thanksgiving baskets for people in need in our
community . Non-perishable food items and
cash donations for our Thanksgiving Basket
Project will be collected until Sunday, November
23.

Donated items can be placed at the front
entrance in or near the wicker basket. Monetary
donations will go toward buying turkeys and fresh
produce, as well as assisting these families with
a utility payment. Make checks payable to Faith

Church with Thanksgiving Project clearly
identified on the check or envelope.

Streaming Sunday Worship
Service at 10:00 am

We continue to broadcast the
worship service on Facebook. If
you do not have computer access,
you may listen to the service by
calling
1-844-855-4444 and
entering access code 716966#.

We will be filling baskets and helping carry out
items on Tuesday, November 25, from 4:00-6:30
p.m. If you are interested in helping, please
contact Janice Miner @ 402-339-8304.

Let us fulfill our Lifework by caring for others in
this season of giving thanks.

Mission/Evangelism Purpose Team

Our lifework is sharing Christ’s love,
spreading Christ’s Word, caring for others.
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