
 

 Dear Faithfuls, 

 

During October, we will begin a worship series on the Great Ends of the Church, which are part of the     
calling of the church described in the Book of Order, F-1.0304.  (You can find the Book of Order online by 
googling “PCUSA book of order pdf.”) 
 

The Great Ends of the Church are  
the proclamation of the gospel for the salvation of humankind 
the shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship of the children of God 
the maintenance of divine worship 
the preservation of the truth 
the promotion of social righteousness; and  
the exhibition of the Kingdom of Heaven to the world. 
 

This is what we the church are called to do and be – and yes, it is a very tall order.  So, beginning on        
October 19, we will explore one Great End each Sunday for six Sundays.  Additionally, we will have ‘dove 
panels’ illustrating the meaning of each Great End.  A big thank you to Ranae Overton, Judi Crick, 
Debbie Kippley, Emily and Clint Kasprzak, and Ray and Sabrina Glesmann and their grand-
daughters for creating the panels.  Some have used colored pencils, some acrylic paints, and others, I think, 
crayons.  And, a second big thanks to Ranae for printing out the panels on the right sized paper for all of us 
– it took some time and work! 
 

Hopefully, each Sunday, in some way you will be inspired to live out a great end in your daily life, as well as 
in our communal life as the church.   
 

           Peace, 
           Becky    
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 The next fun time with lunch will be on 

Friday, October 3rd at 11:30 am    
at Chili’s Grill and Bar  

8373 Barmettler Drive, La Vista     
 

What will we be celebrating??? 
Join us to find out who, what, or laugh at what 

it might be.            

Sign up at church by October 1st or contact 
Sharon Fleming at 402 709-2103 or 

sfleming43@aol.com for your reservation      
or if you need a ride. 

Session Highlights 
 
 

At the end of the September session meeting, Clerk of Session Joe Seda said, “The only action item that 
I’m recording is the approval of the August minutes.” 
 

Yep – your elders did a lot of talking, but only made that decision.  The elders had a healthy     
discussion on what constitutes membership in a Presbyterian church in general, and Faith Church 
in particular.  (Please check out https://pcusa.org/sites/default/files/2025-
08/2025_0724_Book_of_Order_Interactive_2025-2027.pdf and go to page 50 of the PDF – 
G.10304 for the ministry of members.) 

 

The elders also discussed next steps for modernization of the building, especially the entryway, the    
restrooms and also updating the website.  They approved the pastor’s proposed plan for emphasizing 
stewardship in October.  We need to update our employee handbook as the Synod requires that there 
be paid family medical leave for pastors.   
 

Lots of good discussion, and only one action – sometimes, that is the work of your session! 
 

Please pray for your elders as they lead this church to share Christ’s love, spread Christ’s Word and care 
for others. 

Looking for Great Chili Cooks! 
 

Our Fellowship Committee is hosting a         
congregational Chili Cook-off on            

November 2, 2025, immediately following 
worship. 

 

The committee is looking for: 
Chili cooks, willing to ‘compete’ 

Corn bread bakers, also willing to ‘compete’ 
Judges, who know good chili and good 

corn bread when they taste it! 
 

Please be watching for a signup sheet to       
participate. 

 

And, of course, we need the congregation 
to stay after church, relish this great food, 
and  enjoy lively conversation around the 

tables. 

Legacy Fund Update 
 

At the beginning of 2024, the Session established the Legacy Fund for the purpose of providing long-term       
financial stability for the church, while also providing funds to further the work of Jesus Christ.  The Legacy 
Fund is accounted for separately from the regular operations of our church.  The income from the fund (interest, 
dividends, capital gains) will be used for non-budged projects and ministries of the church, capital improvements, 
and mission beyond what our regular budget allows. 
 

The fund was originally started with $30,000.  Since then we received an anonymous gift of $15,000.  As of    
August 29, 2025, the fund has grown to over $52,232!  We are grateful to the givers of this fund, and to the      
Finance Committee, doing an excellent job of overseeing this important fund. The lifetime growth of the fund is 
over 16%! 
 

If you would also like to make a gift, or include the Legacy Fund in your will, please talk with Peter Svoboda or 
Becky Balestri. 
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Transitions Group 

    When a family member’s memory starts to change 

and decline, it is a challenge for the people around them. 

If you are in this situation, Faith Church is here for you. 

A small group of members and friends meets monthly, all 

of whom have a family member with some form of      

dementia. We share our experiences. We listen. We 

comfort and console, and we even give a little advice. 
 

    If there is a member of your family that is            

transitioning to the next stage of life, a time when their 

memory isn’t good, you are invited to be part of this 

group on the third Friday of every month, at 10:00 am in 

Room 1 – the comfy room.  Coffee is always served. 
 

    Questions?   

Please call Becky Balestri at 402-709-0568. 

CHANGE IN MITTEN TREE 
 

In the past few months, Mission and          

Evangelism committee has come up 

with a calendar of events.  We did 

this in an effort to avoid                

overwhelming the congregation with  

donation requests.  As a part of this 

plan, we will collecting hats and     

mittens in September and October.  I 

don't know if you remember how    

often your kids lost their hat or 

gloves, but with mine, it was a    

weekly occurrence. 
 

We will take the donations to local 

schools in early November, just in 

time for the cold weather. 
 

There is a laundry basket in the   

Centrum to collect your donations. 
 

This is an opportunity for Faith 

Church to spread God's love in the 

community. 
 

Mission and Evangelism 

Oct 3   Sharon Fleming 
Oct 7   Kristy Funk 
Oct 10  Pat Starke  
Oct 10  Ron Stiverson 
Oct 21  Maggey Davey 
Oct 22 Mark Jewett 
Oct 26  Carol Day 

 

 

Sightings 
 

We welcome Sharon McDermott to the Clothing 
Giveaway. Last month, Sharon learned to wrangle 
hangars.  Thank you also to all the Giveaway volun-
teers: Melanie and Brad Lechner, Ruth Tresemer, 
Bob and Ginny McKulsky, Judi and Rob Crick, 
Bob Meyer, Steve Bottorff, Phyllis Wennstedt, 
along with her grandkids, Emma and Evan, Sharon 
Fleming, Carolyn Ernst, Janice Miner, Joni and 
Charly Huddleston, and Cheryl Kirwan. 
 

We are also grateful for the Donuts and Dialogue 
men who set up the clothes racks, and tables and 
get everything ready on Friday morning for the Sat-
urday Giveaway.  As the writers for the newsletter 
are not men, we don’t know exactly who the men 
are – please know we’re grateful! 

From Our Favorite 97-Year-Old 
 

Willie Ellerbeck is very grateful for all the 
birthday cards and get-well cards that she 
has received in the past couple months. She 
is not up for visits yet; she might chat on the 
phone. But, she wants the Faithfuls to know 
how much their cards have meant to her in 
this time of healing.  Let us also continue to 
pray for healing for Willie. 



Your Session 

Clerk of Session - Joe Seda 

Discipleship     Angie Madden 

Facilities       Matt Kasprzak 

        Jim Willett 

        Doug Bogenhagen 

Fellowship       Joni Huddleston 

Human Res       Bob Meyer 

Mission & Ev     Terri O’Brien 

Support       Peter Svoboda 

Worship       Al Zimmerman  

Streaming Sunday Worship Service  
10:00 am 

 

We continue to broadcast the worship service on  
Facebook. If you do not have computer access, 

you may listen to the service by calling  
1-844-855-4444 and  

entering access code 716966#. 

Clothing Give Away Update 
 

 

The next Clothing Give Away will be October 18th.  
We will be sorting October 8th and 15th. 

Thanks again for your support. 
 

Mission and Evangelism  Team 

Our lifework is sharing Christ’s love,  
spreading Christ’s Word, caring for others. 

 

Holiday/Harvest 
 

“Salad Luncheon” 
Bake Sale and Boutique 

 

Thursday, November 6th 

It’s only a little over a month until the Salad Luncheon.  Please plan to 
help in as many ways as you are able.  We can’t do this without the 

help of the congregation. 
 

 Watch for sign-up sheets in the Centrum in mid-October.  Please let 
us know how you can help. If you don’t sign up, we cannot assume 

that you will bring something or be there to help. 
 “Thank you in advance from the Faith Presbyterian Women” 

Sheltering Tree Gifts 
 

Last year we collected a variety of small 

items and assembled gift bags for Sheltering 

Tree residents.  We will be doing this again 

this year.  Please be watching/listening for 

what gift items we’ll be collecting.  You might 

also consider helping assemble the bags of 

gifts.  Thanks, from your Mission Committee. 




