
 

      

Dear Faithfuls, 
 

This is a unique ‘letter’ from me, about two unrelated, but important concerns/issues for all of 
us.  Each has a bit of a story. (Of course! Surely you know me by now.) 
 

First story:  over the past two weeks, two young men have come to the church seeking help.  
Somehow their family was evicted from their home, they aren’t connected with their parents, 
and they are now homeless.  They are having a very hard time navigating this.  Believe it or not, 
this is the first time I’ve realized that Sarpy County does not have a homeless shelter.  These 
young men need to go either to Stephen Center (a six mile walk) or to Francis House (an 11 mile 
walk). I have just written to both Francis House and Stephen Center asking them to explore 
establishing a satellite shelter here in Sarpy County.  My next step is to write to the Sarpy 
County Commissioners and ask them to serve the homeless.  I hope that you will contact your 
county commissioner and/or the two shelters and urge them to do more for the homeless     
population in Sarpy County. 
 

Second story:  Carol Dworak was a long time member of Presbyterian Church of the Cross and 
active in the presbytery for many years.  As she had no children, nor apparently any family, she 
left her entire estate to Church of the Cross and to the presbytery.  However, there was a 
catch:  her will was dated 1992. That is 34 years ago!  When she wrote her will, and specified 
leaving a fair amount of her will to the Christian Educators in MRV Presbytery, there were 58 
churches in our presbytery, and 16,000 Presbyterians. That means there were Christian        
Educators at many churches.  Her wish made sense at the time. 
 

However, we now have less than 40 active churches (the number keeps changing; I may be 
wrong), and less than 5,000 Presbyterians.  Which means there are very few Christian          
Educators.  The power of attorney, the lawyer and the Presbytery’s finance committee figured 
out how to work around her request, but it was a bit of a challenge.  (BTW, the presbytery   
received over $340,000!) 
 

Why am I telling you this story?  Because if your will is more than 10 years old, it is time to  
update it.  Please make it easy for your executor, any heirs, and anyone else you have left in 
your will to fulfill your wishes.  Maybe you will even consider leaving a portion of your estate to 
Faith Church?   
 
           Peace, 

           Becky     

 



Your Session 

Clerk of Session - Joe Seda 

Discipleship     Lynda Shafer 

Facilities       Matt Kasprzak 

        Jim Willett 

        Doug Bogenhagen 

Fellowship       Joni Huddleston 

Finance       Angie Madden 

Human Res       Bob Meyer 

Mission & Ev     Janice Miner 

Worship       Al Zimmerman  

Streaming Sunday Worship Service  
at 10:00 am 

 

We continue to broadcast the worship     
service on Facebook. If you do not have 
computer access, you may listen to the 

service by calling  
1-844-855-4444 and  

entering access code 716966#. 

Session Highlights 
 

Your elders are reading Anatomy of a Revived Church, chapter by chapter. This month’s chapter was on 
prayer.  Did you know that at least one elder prays every day for our congregation?  We explored ways 
to expand praying for our congregation. And, your elders will be praying specifically for younger       
members and families; God’s will for Faith Church; a drummer for the praise team; for our      
leadership; for growth; guidance from the Spirit; do we start a small group ministry? Please join 
us in praying! 
 

The elders took the following actions at the August Session meeting: 
Discussed (right, not an action – yet) whether we would be meeting a need in our congregation to 

have more small groups.  If you would be interested in being part of a small group of people,  
sharing about a particular topic, please let an elder know. 

Angie Madden, chair of the Finance Committee, shared that we are in good financial shape, 
that pledges are coming in at a higher rate than pledged, and that the committees are staying 
within their budgets. 

Requested that the annual financial review be shared with the session. 
 

Also, the elders heard a report on the recent presbytery meeting, and some expressed concerns about 
the leadership of the presbytery.  Bob Meyer attended a presbytery sponsored event on media use in 
churches; he shared several ideas that we may implement.   
 

Lynda Shafer gave us a preview of the new website – it looks great!   
 

Your pastor will be at the Great Plains Pilgrimage from October 15-18, 2026. 
 

The General Assembly will be offering grants to coincide with the World Communion national offering.  
We will be applying for a grant! 
 

Please pray for your elders as they lead this church to share Christ’s love, spread Christ’s Word and 
care for others. 

 

Clothing Give Away Update 
 

 

The give away in September will be September 
19.  We will be sorting on September 2, 16, 30,  
October 7, and 14. John and I will be gone for 
the give away in September, so if you are free, 
even for an hour on the 19th, your help would be 
greatly appreciated. 
 

We received a generous donation from one of 
our members that we are so thankful for. 
   

The site visit for our grant application is       
September 2.  We should know if we receive the 
grant some time in October. 
 

Thanks again for all your support. 
 

John and Terri &  
the Mission & Evangelism Committee 



ABCs of Medicare 
 

Medicare’s Annual Enrollment Period (AEP) starts in October. Are 
you prepared?  Marla Jenkins, a friend of the Bottorffs and an inde-
pendent agent, will simplify it for us. 
 

Please join us on Monday, September 14, at 10:00 am, in the Fel-
lowship Hall.  (Donuts and coffee, or course, will be served.)  Marla 
will share with us: 

Does AEP apply to you? 
Which types of plans change? 
Which types of plans automatically renew? 
How to make changes and when. 
How to compare out of pocket costs. 
 

Questions?  Please call Becky Balestri at the church, or email her at 
bkillion@hotmail.com. 

Sept 1   Steve Bottorff 
Sept 1   Chuck Shafer 
Sept 6   Sue Caviness 
Sept 8   Sabrina Glesmann 
Sept 9   Tracy Kristensen 
Sept 13  Mary Boehler 
Sept 16  Jeremy Ziegler 
Sept 19  Jeana Svoboda 
Sept 21  Peggy Wagoner 
Sept 22  Joe Seda 
Sept 23  Al Zimmerman 
Sept 25  Sung Jo 
Sept 28  Dennis Glissman 

 

A Scout Service Day 
 

On July 25, the Scouts had a camp-in and a service project 
day here at Faith Church.  Their project?  Our weedy gardens.  
With the help of Jeana Svoboda and Doug Bogenhagen, the 
Scouts pulled weeds, trimmed overgrowth, and put down a 
whole lot of new mulch.  A big thank you to all! 

 

World Communion Offering 
 

“What does the Lord require of you?” 
“...to do justice and to love kindness and walk humbly with 

your God.” - Micah 6:8 
 

The World Communion Offering is a new way for Presbyterians to 

“love kindness” expressed in action, often involving mercy,        

faithfulness, and steadfast commitment.  Racial justice, gender    

justice, peacemaking, global witness, and ecumenical and interfaith 

engagement are the important causes supported by this                

offering.  Your mission team will be sending $1,000 for this offering 

from our Peacemaking funds.  If you would also like to donate, 

please mark your check or envelope with “World Communion       

Offering.” This offering will be collected now through October 4. 

Thank you!  

mailto:bkillion@hotmail.com


Faith Presbyterian Church 
Becky Balestri, Pastor  

8100 Giles Road, La Vista, NE 68128 
402-331-6944 

Web page: www.faith-presbyterian.com 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/

faithpresby 
 

Office hours: Monday - Thursday      

9am - 5pm 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Our September Lunch Bunch will be held 
at Spaghetti Works,  

 

8416 Park Drive, Ralston 
 

See you September 4th at 11:30 am for 
fun and fellowship! 

 

Sign up at church by September 2nd 
or contact Sharon Fleming at 402 709-2103 
or sfleming43@aol.com for your reservation      

or if you need a ride. 

Boundaries for Vulnerable People 
 

In June, your elders watched two videos, sponsored by the Synod of Lakes and Prairies, on good boundaries in a 
church to keep children, especially, safe.  (This is a Book of Order requirement.)  Here is a summary of how to 
have and maintain good boundaries.  (Faith currently has a policy, which is being updated to reflect these practic-
es.)  The Synod recommends the following: 
 

Steps to a Commitment to Safety  
Policies are in place and are being both lived and enforced.  
Screening and Selection – determining who should have access to your children and youth. It is more than just 

a background check. 
Training – skills to recognize and interrupt behaviors of abuse  
Monitoring and Supervision – when there is adequate supervision there is less likelihood of acting out on im-

pulses.  
Internal Systems are in place – people know how to evaluate high risk programs or individuals.  
Congregational Participation – youth and parents need to know policies so they can recognize what is not ap-

propriate and take action.  
Responding – how do we respond to reports of inappropriate interactions, suspected abuse, or policy abuses. 

What will be our protocols?  
Administrative Practices – how is church leadership held accountable for creating a culture of safety?  

 

GOAL: Everyone in the congregation knows safety is a par t of their  job, takes warning signs ser iously, and 
reports their concerns.  
 

Best practices:  
Be very specific about what is okay and what is not okay. Clearly define physical, emotional, behavioral, and 

electronic communications boundaries.  
Expectations are shared: How are you sure the congregation and those who use your building are learning about 

the expectations of a culture of safety?  
Active attention working to prevent abuse, including youth to youth prevention (which are now more than half 

of reported incidents).  
Identify high risk places in our ministry with specific policies for managing these locations. 
Have clear procedures for reporting suspicious behaviors that may not rise to the level of abuse, where people 

are comfortable sharing their concerns. Be attentive to and address cultural barriers that may keep someone 
from reporting.  

Be clear about how you will support anyone who comes forward to report current or historical abuse and how 
you will proceed with this report. 

 

Questions?  Please talk with an elder or the pastor. 

mailto:sfleming43@aol.com


Transitions Group 

    When a family member’s memory 
starts to change and decline, it is a    
challenge for the people around them. If 
you are in this situation, Faith Church is 
here for you. A small group of members 
and friends meets monthly, all of whom 
have a family member with some form of 
dementia. We share our experiences. We 
listen. We comfort and console, and we 
even give a little advice. 
 

    If there is a member of your family that 
is transitioning to the next stage of life, a 
time when their memory isn’t good, you 
are invited to be part of this group on the 
third Friday of every month, at 10:00 am 
in Room 1 – the comfy room.  Coffee is 
always served. 

    Questions?   
Please call Becky Balestri at  

402-709-0568. 

Sightings 

 

On a warm August afternoon, Doug            
Bogenhagen enlisted the help of Ezekiel 
Robinson (the pastor ’s favorite 9-year-old 
grandson) to weed whack and spray the 
weeds.  Thank you, Doug and Zeke, for   
cleaning up the yards.  Thank you, Doug, for 
tiring out Zeke – he slept well that night! 
 

Lynda Shafer has been working w ith a 
web designer to update our website.   
 

Sue Kropp and John Ciriaco remember 
enough of their high school French to engage 
in conversation with Mana and Louis.  They 
also use translators on their phones.  Thank 
you, Sue and John, for engaging Mana and 
Louis in conversation. 
 

Speaking of one Ciriaco, Sarah Ciriaco        
designed a brochure listing agencies who    
provide a variety of types of relief for those in 
need.  We will be sharing it primarily at the 
Giveaway, but your pastor has already given it 
out to two different people in need. 
 

We’re thankful that Doug Bogenhagen 
chopped up the tree that fell over – and we 
are also thankful that Ray Glesmann took out 
the remainder of the stump.  (And, the pastor 
is relieved that neither of them got hurt using 
chain saws.) Dear Faith Presbyterian Church Family,  

Thank you all so much your kindness and prayers! I 

miss you all & I'm praying for God's healing so 

that I can get back to our church.   

God's blessings to you all, 

Susie Melonis 

 

Happy Birthday, Willie Ellerbeck! 
 

The Ellerbeck family 
hosted a wonderful 
birthday party for 
98-year-old Wilda 
Ellerbeck, or as we 

fondly call her,   
Willie. 

 

Many, many people 
attended to wish 

her a                  
happy birthday.  
May this year be 

great, Willie! 




