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Dear Faithfuls,

Mission Committee member Debbie Kippley talked with Sally Jochens, who is very involved with
NeighborGood. Debbie learned a lot and we are sharing it.

Since so many of us see the new Food Bank at 84" and L Streets, you might wonder whether there is a
difference between a food bank and a food pantry. Both are non-profits. A food bank is a distributer;
receives federal grants and distributes food to various pantries. A food bank charges a fee to join the food
bank and pantries can buy food at a very reduced price. A food pantry is a place where food is distributed
to the community. NeighborGood is a pantry.

NeighborGood moved recently to 712 Charleston Dr.ive, in Papillion, where they are much more visible.
They have been distributing more food in the new facility for two or three months now. And, the new
building has brought some challenges. One challenge was that they bought the building from a for-profit
company and found out that there were $15,000 in back property taxes due, which they had to pay. They
are now tax exempt for 2025.

And, there are changes: They are working toward a client choice system, where clients can make their own
food choices in the different food groups. There will be food drives at HyVee, Family Fare and possibly
Fareway in September.

They have the ability of bringing their van and doing a food drive in any parking lot. Faith Church might
consider doing a collaborative food drive with the middle school, since we have so many people in our
parking lot every school day.

NeighborGood does receive some expired food that they put on a separate shelf and allow people to take
what they want because some expiration dates don't really mean anything. They get bakery items from
Panera and grocery stores when they have too much product left over. People are allowed to take what
they want from that area. They also get snacks and pop which people are also allowed to take a certain
amount to add to their regular distribution.

And, as we know, NeighborGood always needs food. We have a basket by the south door to collect
non-perishables that get delivered to the pantry.

By supporting NeighborGood, Faith Church is sharing Christ’s love and caring for others — our neighbors.
Peace,

Becky

Our lifework is sharing Christ’s love,
spreading Christ’s Word, caring for others.




Session Highlights
The elders shared what/who they were grateful for and why — an uplifting few moments of sharing.

Al Zimmerman reported on the August presbytery meeting. Our presbytery has approved
selling the Presbyterian Center and becoming a fully virtual presbytery. (BTW, the asking price for the
building was $250,000 and the sale price was $300K!) The presbytery also approved the merger of the
Carson and Oakland-Sharon churches. The presbytery heard about what is happening in Nicaragua; we
will invite a member of the Nicaraguan partnership to come to Faith and share more about this mission.

The elders approved the purchase of two air conditioning units to replace the ones that no longer work.
Memorial funds will be used for this purchase.

The session referred offering Pickleball to youth after school to the Discipleship committee. The elders
were in favor of this. Details will be worked out by Discipleship.

The pastor shared that Sandie Valley, a 13-year-old who has been worshipping with us, asked to be
baptized. The pastor explained to her that she could re-affirm her baptismal vows. The elders agreed that
she needed written permission from her parents and we will invite her parents to attend. (As a side note,
your pastor was/is the single mother of an only daughter, whom she adopted. Sandie is also an only child,
adopted from Ukraine. It's concerning that her parents do not come with her to church. The principal at
trrll('aldmiddlefsﬁhc;d indicated that Sandie has permission from her mom to attend. Let us minister to this
child, carefully.

The elders brainstormed some more on updating the building. The elders agreed to talk with a web de-
signgr _zlactla_out updating the website and to talk with an interior designer about best colors for the inside of
our building.

1I:Ieasehpray for your elders as they lead this church to share Christ’s love, spread Christ’'s Word and care
or others.

The next fun time with lunch will be on
Friday, September 5 at 11:30 am
at the Farmhouse Café

(next to Mangelsen's). Sept1 Gteve Bottorff
If you haven't attended yet, sept1 Chuck Shafer
consider joining us in this WHAT??? Cept 8 Gabrina Glesmann

. ; i I
we will be celebrating this month! Gept9 Tracy Kristensen

Sign up at church by September 3rd or t v RO r
contact Sharon Fleming at 402 709-2103 or sept13 Mary B e.hle
sfleming43@aol.com for your reservation Sept 16 Jeremy Ziegler
or if you need a ride. Sept 19 Jeaha Svoboda
Cept 21 Peggy Wagoner
Streaming Sunday Worship Service Sept 22 Joe Seda
_ 10:00 am _ _ Sept 23 Al Zimmerman
We continue to broadcast the worship service on
Facebook. If yllou do noﬁ have comt|):>uter”access, Cept 25 Sunhg Jo
ou may listen to the service callin . .
Y Y 1-844-855-4444 and Y 9 Cept 28 Dennis Glissmann
entering access code 716966#.
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One Day Love Languages Retreat

What is one of the most important yet
confusing words in the English language?
LOVE.

On September 27, 2025, Trudy Meyer will
he[p us discover the power of understanding
which of the five love languages is our own. In
addition, we will learn how to express love to
other important peop le in our lives in a
language they will understand.

We will look at scripture that teaches us how
to love ourselves and others; share a time of
fun and encouragement with other women;
and, leave with powelful tools to improve the
important re [aﬁonsh'qos in our lives.

The vetreat will be (again) SQtember 27,
from 9:30 am to 2:00 pm, in the church
Fe“owship Hall. Lunch will be provided.

To reserve your spot — and your lunch! -
please email Becky Balestri at
bkillion@hotmail.com. You won’t want to

miss this uplifting and love-filled event.

Transitions Group

When a family member’s memory starts to change
and decline, it is a challenge for the people around
them. If you are in this situation, Faith Church is here
for you. A small group of members and friends meets
monthly, all of whom have a family member with
some form of dementia. We share our experiences.
We listen. We comfort and console, and we even give
a little advice.

If there is @ member of your family that is
transitioning to the next stage of life, a time when
their memory isn't good, you are invited to be part of
this group on the third Friday of every month, at 10:00

am in Room 1 — the comfy room. Coffee is always
served.

Questions?
Please call Becky Balestri at 402-709-0568.

CHANGE IN MITTEN TREE

In the past few months, Mission and
Evangelism committee has come up with a
calendar of events. We did this in an effort to
avoid overwhelming the congregation with
donation requests. As a part of this plan, we
will collecting hats and mittens in September
and October. | don't know if you remember
how often your kids lost their hat or gloves, but
with mine, it was a weekly occurrence.

We will take the donations to local schools in
early November, just in time for the cold
weather.

There is a laundry basket in the Centrum to
collect your donations.

This is an opportunity for Faith Church to
spread God's love in the community.

Mission and Evangelism

New Adult Study: “Finishing Well”

Your Discipleship Team is offering a new adult study,
beginning on September 7, immediately following
the worship service. We will be using the book Fin-
ishing Well: Biblical Lessons to Maximize Your Later
Years. Here's what Amazon says about this book:
“Finishing Well, by John Goodale, extends an
invitation to make the most of the years still before
you. The book explores biblical stories, offering
personal reflection questions and application. From
leaving behind a legacy to cultivating gratitude, you'll
discover practical steps for living out the final third of
your life. Filled with stories and humor, readers will
find Finishing Well stimulating and easy to read.”

The Discipleship Team will purchase your book, SO, if
you plan to participate, please sign up in the
Centrum, or let Becky Balestri know
(bkillion@hotmail.com),
and we will get books ordered.
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Clothing Giveaway News

At the August Clothing Giveaway, many of
us in the Fellowship Hall had the
opportunity to greet and get to know some
members/family of the Allplay Miracle
Baseball League which plays at Seymour
Smith fields. This is a league for children
with disabilities (because “Every child
deserves the chance to play baseball!”)

The three young players in their team
uniform shirts that said ALLPLAY Miracle
League on the front and their first name
along with their player number on the back
(which they picked) were SO excited to tell
all about getting to play ball. The smiles
grew bigger and bigger as each of the three
“taught us” about the league. Each player
gets to score a run before the inning is
over. Community children, volunteers and
family members are the “buddies” to assist
the players. They have a spring season and
then a fall season which consists of 6
games. They were also excited to come to
the Giveaway and shop for some

“goodies.” (If you are interested in learning
more about this league, go to Facebook and
enter All Play Miracle Baseball League.)

It was so heartwarming to meet these
ballplayers and “mom.” You just never
know what you are going to learn at the
monthly Giveaway.

Clothing Give Away Update

The next Give Away is September 20. John and | will be
out of town, so if you are available to help for a couple
of hours, it would be much appreciated. We are
extremely busy for the first hour. If you could come at
8:45 and stay until 10:00, it would be very
helpful. Thanks in advance.

We will be sorting September 3, 17, 24, and October 8.

Your support through donations has been
overwhelming. Keep cleaning those closets, etc.

Thanks again for your support.

John and Terri and the
Mission and Evangelism Team

Ee o)

Your Session
Clerk of Session - Joe Seda
Discipleship  Angie Madden
Facilities Matt Kasprzak
Jim Willett

Doug Bogenhagen
Joni Huddleston
Bob Meyer

Terri O’Brien
Peter Svoboda

Al Zimmerman

Fellowship
Human Res
Mission & Ev
Support
Worship

NeighborGood will be hosting a variety of
restaurant nights where a percentage of
proceeds come back to help stock their shelves.
Please stop by and let them know you are there
to help support NeighborGood.

Chipotle, 72nd & Cornhusker, Sept 3rd,
4-8 PM
Panera Bread in Papillion, Sept 25th,

4-8 PM.
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“Harvest/Holiday Salad Luncheon”
Bake Sale and Boutique
Thursday, November 6th

It’s time to choose a favorite salad recipe or
two. Finish (or start) some craft projects. It’s a
good year to thin out all of your craft
supplies. Homemade goods for the bake sale
are appreciated. This fundraiser begins in just
over two months! Please plan to help.
Watch for more information next month.
~~~ Faith Presbyterian Women

Welcome to Presbyterian Women

Third Tuesday of the Month
1:00 PM Business Meeting, 1:30 PM Bible Study.
AKA PW

PW will begin on September 16. This is a great group of Faith Women who join together for a
monthly Bible Study. You are welcome to come for the Bible Study and fellowship or join us for our
short business meeting.

Presbyterian Women organize the funeral luncheons with the help of the Fellowship Committee and
many women and men from the congregation. On November 6, the Salad Luncheon will be held.
This year, we will be honoring Marilyn Mavity, who has a great passion for this fundraiser. She has
canned countless delicious items for the bake sale over the years and coordinated this event.
Proceeds from this fundraiser fund many projects that benefit Faith.

We will be finishing up our study of Shannon Bream’s The Love Stories of the Bible, starting with
chapter 10, on page 197. If you do not have a copy of this book or can’t find it, we can arrange to
get you a copy of the last three chapters. Each chapter of the Bible Study stands alone, so you will
not miss anything if you cannot join us every month.

Please consider joining us in September.

Faith Presbyterian Church

Becky Balestri, Pastor FAITH PRAYER CHAIN
8100 Giles Road, La Vista, NE 68128 Email prayer requests to
402-331-6944 prayer@faith-
Web page: www.faith-presbyterian.com oprrﬁgltl)»ﬁ'\eerigfnfi ggn;t
Facebook: www.facebook.com/faithpresby 402-331-6944.
Office hours: Monday - Thursday

9am - 5pm
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