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Dear Faithfuls, 
 

Today is July 22, and I just emailed you all, thanking you for being a great congregation.  Let 
me be more specific: 
 

After hearing Andrea Hensel’s Minute for Scouting, our Mission Committee decided to      
support her Eagle project by giving her $100 to buy more supplies for the school       
children.  This is only one indication of how mission-minded this congregation is!  Year to 
date, we have given over $13,000 to various mission opportunities! 

Often I tell people that I simply say that something needs to be done, and boom, it         
happens!  Whether it is setting up tables in the Family Life Center, repairing the A/C, 
chopping down a tree (see elsewhere in this newsletter), being a worship leader, playing 
in the Praise Team – so many things happen here without any begging or pleading. Things 
get done, and that makes life here great! 

The faithful stewardship of this congregation is extraordinary. Currently, our pledged    
giving is at 103.6% of what you all pledged to give. You are giving MORE than you     
promised. (More than one of my colleagues would be jealous of this!) 

The music ministry of this congregation is stunning.  Our choir, our bell choir, the two 
praise teams, our two organists – all this music allows us to praise God in song! 

Your hospitality is warm and welcoming. A few weeks ago, I noticed two first time            
worshipers. After the service I went to introduce myself, but two of our members were 
already talking with them.  The kindness and grace shown to Mana and Louis makes even 
ChatGPT get effusive about how we welcome them. (I use ChatGPT to translate the     
sermon and the worship service into French.  Every time, it makes a number of comments 
– all of them complimentary about our ministry.) 

For all this and more, I continue to be deeply grateful and feel truly blessed to pastor this   
congregation. 

            Peace, 

            Becky     

 

August 

2026 

Our lifework is sharing Christ’s love,  
spreading Christ’s Word, caring for others. 



Your Session 

Clerk of Session - Joe Seda 

Discipleship     Lynda Shafer 

Facilities       Matt Kasprzak 

        Jim Willett 

        Doug Bogenhagen 

Fellowship       Joni Huddleston 

Finance       Angie Madden 

Human Res       Bob Meyer 

Mission & Ev     Janice Miner 

Worship       Al Zimmerman  

Streaming Sunday Worship Service  
at 10:00 am 

 

We continue to broadcast the worship     
service on Facebook. If you do not have 
computer access, you may listen to the 

service by calling  
1-844-855-4444 and  

entering access code 716966#. 

 

Clothing Give Away Update 
 

The August clothing giveaway is    
August 15 and is usually a big one 
for folks looking for back to school 
clothes for their kids.  If you are 
available to help on the 15th, please 

let us know. 
 

We will be sorting on August 12, 19, 
and September 2, 16 and 30 from 9-11. 

 

Thank you, thank you, thank you for 
all the donations to you, your    

neighbors and anyone else who brought 
items to the church. 

 

We have applied for another grant 
from the Nebraska Presbyterian    

Foundation.  We are waiting to do a 
site visit, and we will hear      

something in the fall. 
 

Thanks again. 
 

John and Terri &  
the Mission & Evangelism Committee 

Legacy Fund Update 

 

As you know, in 2024, the Session established the 
Legacy Fund for the purpose of providing long-
term financial stability for the church, while also 
providing funds to further the work of Jesus 
Christ.  The Legacy Fund is accounted for        
separately from the regular operations of our 
church.  The income from the fund (interest,     
dividends, capital gains) will be used for non-
budged projects and ministries of the church,   
capital improvements, and mission beyond what 
our regular budget allows. 
 

The fund was originally started with $30,000.  
Since then we received an anonymous gift of 
$15,000.  The Legacy Fund continues to grow.  In 
May, the fund had a net gain of $15,736.  Year to 
date, the fund has a 19% increase since the end of 
2025.  We are grateful to the givers of this fund, 
and to the Finance Committee, doing an excellent 
job of overseeing this important fund.  
 

If you would also like to make a gift, or include 
the Legacy Fund in your will, please talk with 
Angie Madden or Becky Balestri. 

Sightings 

Each week, Cindy Anderson stops by our church to pick up food pantry donations.  She and 
Ken collect and take the pantry items to NeighborGood when they work the first Monday 
night each month. Cindy shared that it was really busy with "neighbors" June 1st. There were 
7 volunteers, and we were all busy most of the time.  She also noted that Market Choice is 
good for the clients, but spreads out the tasks the volunteers do. Thank you, Cindy and Ken, 
for caring for others! 
 

Our new worshippers, Mana and Louis, do not drive and so our members have been 
‘chauffeuring’ them to church. A big thank you to Ginny and Bob McKulsky, Ruth and John 
Tresemer, and Tracy Kristensen for sharing Christ’s love by giving rides. 



Transitions Group 

    When a family member’s memory starts to change and 
decline, it is a    challenge for the people around them. If 
you are in this situation, Faith Church is here for you. A small 
group of members and friends meets monthly, all of whom 
have a family member with some form of dementia. We 
share our experiences. We listen. We comfort and console, 
and we even give a little advice. 
 

    If there is a member of your family that is transitioning to 
the next stage of life, a time when their memory isn’t good, 
you are invited to be part of this group on the third Friday of 
every month, at 10:00 am in Room 1 – the comfy room.  
Coffee is always served. 

    Questions?  Please call Becky Balestri                                                
at 402-709-0568. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

The next Lunch Bunch will be  
Friday, August 7th at 11:30 am at 

 

 First Watch 
304 Olson Drive, Papillion 

 

Sign up at church by August 5th 
or contact Sharon Fleming at 402 709-2103 
or sfleming43@aol.com for your reservation      

or if you need a ride. 

Aug 2   Sue Kropp 
Aug 5   Kathy Olney 
Aug 9   Meg Dorsee 
Aug 14  Bill Neubert 
Aug 15  Phyllis Wennstedt 
Aug 16  Melanie Lechner 
Aug 21  Wilda Ellerbeck 
Aug 21  Jim Melonis 

A Quiet Month of Rest 
 

The committees that serve this church and your session have 
taken the month of July off – except for the Fellowship  
Committee.  Thank you to Fellowship for planning a delicious 
indoor picnic!  Your leaders will be back at it in August. 

 

George Washington Didn’t Do It 
 

One of our crabapple trees came down and it 
wasn’t because George Washington tried out 

his new axe. We had an incredible storm 
come through, and it just broke the tree near 

the base.  A big thank you to Doug             
Bogenhagen and Richard Kropp for   

chopping it up and removing it on a very hot 
– very hot! – day.  We’ll miss the beauty of 
the flowers in springtime, and we’re grateful 

for men who step up to the task! 

     An Event You Don’t Want to Miss! 
 

Who:   Willie Ellerbeck 
What:  Her 98th Birthday Open House 
When: Saturday, August 22, 12:00 – 3:00 pm 
Where:  Central Park clubhouse,  
 84th and Parkview Blvd, La Vista, NE 
  (Old golf course clubhouse) 

 

Please come and wish Willie a very                
happy birthday! 

mailto:sfleming43@aol.com



