Dear Faithfuls,

Over the past few months, I have been recommending conversation starter questions that
might deepen your conversations, and even lead to conversations about faith. Maybe you
have asked someone, "Where have you seen hope lately?" or "What's something bringing you
joy lately?” or "What's been on your heart or mind recently?” Hopefully, such conversation
starters have helped you get to know another person more deeply, and even brought you
closer to them.

Here is one more question to ask: "If you could change one thing about the world, what
would it be?"

For me, having just watched the Boundary Training videos with the elders (please see
Session Highlights), and learning more about the kinds of trauma that children can
experience, the one thing that I would change is making sure that all children (and adults)
who have experienced trauma of any kind (you might look up Adverse Childhood
Experiences to learn more about childhood trauma), get free therapy to help heal that
trauma. Childhood trauma includes parents divorcing, an alcoholic parent, food shortages
and other experiences. We don't necessarily think about how children are impacted by
these situations, but they are very negatively impacted.

Were my hoped for change to come about, my guess is the prison populations would drop,
that within a few years, fewer therapists would have clients, family relationships would
improve a lot, and communities would start o thrive.

Will it happen soon? No, but we can hope. We can also do our part to pay attention to
those in need of kindness, compassion and love, and extend Christ's love fo those most in
need.

Peace,

Becky

Faith Presbyterian Church
Becky Balestri, Pastor
8100 Giles Road, La Vista, NE 68128
402-331-6944
Web page: www.faith-presbyterian.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/faithpresby

Office hours: Monday - Thursday
9am - 5pm




Session Highlights (May 28)

The elders discussed chapter three of the book Anatomy of a Revived Church, a chapter on the many
ways that churches ‘keep score.” We’re aware of the 20-80 rule, that 20% of the people do 80% of the
ministry. We’ll review our members’ activities and see if this holds true for Faith — or whether more
members do a lot of the ministry.

The session took the following actions:

After discussing polling places in churches (and the separation of church and state), we decided to
‘up our game’ and have a stronger presence on election days, offering cookies and information
about Faith Church.

The pastor shared her concerns about the presbytery, which is not functioning the way it used to; Al
Zimmerman, who attended the last presbytery meeting, reported that there wasn’t much to report.
HOWEVER, the presbytery did approve matching the Komerak grants that had been distributed to
churches in the presbytery. Faith Church will receive a second $750 check to install LED lights
where needed.

Approved using Memorial Funds to repair the organ

Agreed to have a potluck dinner together and watch the Boundary Training video at the June meet-
ing. (Boundary Training is required of elders every three years.) Also agreed not to meet in July,
unless absolutely necessary.

Please pray for your elders as they lead this church to share Christ’s love, spread Christ’s Word and
care for others.

Session Highlights (June 18)

The elders enjoyed a potluck dinner before the meeting; Jim Willett makes a great charcuterie board!
Thank you, Jim!

As it is required for Sessions to do every 36 months, the elders watched two Boundary Training videos
produced by our Synod. We will be updating our policies, and practicing the protocols, to ensure that all
children and vulnerable adults in our midst are protected.

The session took the following actions:

Unanimously approved receiving John Ciriaco as a member of Faith Church by letter of transfer from
St. Paul Methodist Church. Please welcome John!

Approved changing the terms of employment for Ranae Overton, so that she can work two days a
week.

Approved hiring a second part-time person to work the other two days of the week.

Thanked our Clerk of Session, Joe Seda, for participating in the Presbytery Minutes and Records
review and receiving approval of our minutes and records.

Per its tradition, the Session will not meet in July, except for a specially called meeting.

Please pray for your elders as they lead this church to share Christ’s love, spread Christ’s Word and
care for others.

Your Session
Clerk of Session - Joe Seda
Discipleship  Lynda Shafer

Streaming Sunday Worship Service Facilities Matt Kasprzak
at 10:00 am Jim Willett
We continue to broadcast the worship

service on Facebook. If you do not have
computer access, you may listen to the

Doug Bogenhagen

Fellowship Joni Huddleston
service by calling Finance Angie Madden

1-844-855-4444 and

entering access code 716966+#. Human Res Bob Meyer

Mission & Ev  Janice Miner
Worship Al Zimmerman




An Event You Don't Want to Miss!

Who: Willie Ellerbeck
What: Her 98™ Birthday Open House
When: Saturday, August 22, 12:00 - 3:00 pm
Where: Central Park clubhouse
84™ and Parkview Blvd, La Vista, NE
(Old golf course clubhouse)

Please come and wish Willie a very happy birthday!

Clothing Give Away Update

In May 2026, 174 people came through the doors the
day of the Clo‘rhmg Giveaway - a record attendancel!

, s - AT the June Giveaway, 92 people
came in the door within the first
9 minutes. The attendance at the
Giveaway demonstrates that Faith
Sl Church is caring for others by

&8 filling an obvious need for
il clothing, housewares, toys for
4 children and laundry soap.

The past two years, we have received grants from
the Nebraska Presbyterian Foundation. We have

submitted a third Letter of Intent for another grant.

If our Letter is accepted, then we will write a grant
proposal, that we may continue this valuable ministry
at the level that we have been serving people.

Will you please pray for those who make decisions
about grants at NPF? May they see that their funds
are fulfilling Christ's call when he said, "I was naked
and you clothed me..." (Matthew 25:36)

On a very practical note, if you need hangers at your
house, PLEASE help yourself to any hangers in room 6
on the lower level.

The next Clothing Give Away is July 18. We will be
sorting on July 1,15, 29, Aug 12 and 19. Extra help is
always appreciated.

Special thanks to some members of Faith who went
out of their way to pick up leftovers from garage
sales and bring the items to the church. We are so
blessed by all the donations.

Thanks again for all your support.

Enjoy Don and Millie’s AND Support the
Nicaragua Partnership

Quite a few Faithfuls have enjoyed lunch at
Don and Millie’s on Sundays when 20% of their
meal goes toward helping fund the upcoming
presbytery trip to Nicaragua in January 2027.
You can once again support the Nicaragua
Partnership by dining at Don and Millie’s on
July 19. Invite someone from Faith Church
that you don’t know too well and ask them
one or two conversation starter questions.
And, please tell the cashier that you are at the
restaurant to eat and to support the
Partnership.

Volunteer of the Month

When Sharon Fleming learned that
Ranae was going to two days per
week, and realizing that the pastor
makes calls, visits, and attends
meetings, Sharon offered to volunteer
in the church office on Tuesdays. She
listens to voice messages, answers
the phone, greets people who come in
the door, and does some helpful tasks
for Ranae. We are grateful for Sharon!
Please stop by church on Tuesdays to
say ‘hello’ to Sharon.

Indoor Church Picnic - Mark Your
Calendar!

Our Fellowship Committee is hosting
an indoor church picnic, immediately
following the worship service on

July 26. The worship service and the
picnic will take place in the Family Life
Center. The Team will provide grilled
burgers and hot dogs — thank you
Charlie Huddleston and Crew! The
congregation is asked to bring their
favorite dish to share. The Fellowship
Committee kindly asks that if you
bring something that needs cutting
(like cake, or brownies) that you please
cut it ahead of time. And, they will
keep hot dishes warm, but they can't
bake or cook your dish for you. Thank
you!




It's a change!
This month ONLY we will have lunch on
the 2" Friday,
July 10th at 11:30 am.

See you at Golden Apple Buffet,
9614 South 71°" Avenue

Sign up at church by July 8 or contact
Sharon Fleming at 402 709-2103 or
sfleming43@aol.com for your reservation
or if you need a ride.

July 3 Emmett Kasprzak
July 6 Norma Selk
July 12 Tim Madden
July 11 Matt Ziegler
July 12 Jimette Hoham
July 13 Ginger Norman
July 20 Michael Shafer

Transitions Group

When a family member’s memory starts to
change and decline, it is a challenge for the
people around them. If you are in this situation,
Faith Church is here for you. A small group of
members and friends meets monthly, all of
whom have a family member with some form of
dementia. We share our experiences. We listen.
We comfort and console, and we even give a
little advice.

If there is a member of your family that is
transitioning to the next stage of life, a time
when their memory isn’t good, you are invited
to be part of this group on the third Friday of
every month, at 10:00 am in Room 1 — the
comfy room. Coffee is always served.

Questions?
Please call Becky Balestri at
402-709-0568.

Faith Serves Our Community

As the Session discussed 4 natomy of a
Revived Church, and the way that churches ‘keep
score,” one elder wondered out loud, how often is
our building used by other groups? What is our
score for building usage?

Turns out our building is used by other
groups every day of the week except Saturday! The
Table Tennis players are in the Family Life Center
on Sunday and Thursday evenings. The A Cappella
singers are in the Fellowship Hall on Mondays.
Scout Troop 461 is ‘everywhere’ in the building on
Tuesday evenings. Wednesday morning, the
Barbershop singers are in Room 8. Every other
riday, the Square Dancers are cutting a rug in the
Family Life Center. And, three times a year,
Crossroads Connection, a mission opportunity that
we support, is here.

Additionally, we are a polling site on Election
years. Various groups use our building for one-time
events like baby showers. This June, a woman who
1s in hospice will be having her Celebration of Life
(yes, before she dies — is that interesting?) in our
Family Life Center.

We are serving our wider community by
making our building usable and accessible to a wide
variety of groups.
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