
 

      
Dear Faithfuls, 
 

This month, I have two things to share with you, both about the life of the church, but in    
different ways. 
 

First, in a conversation about the state of the church, a colleague and good friend wondered 
out loud whether the church has become a social club.  Yes, we socialize at church. Yes, our 
friends are here. Maybe the church she is serving is more a social club than a church, but I’m 
confident Faith Church is a church first, and we do socialize. We are about the lifework of 
sharing Christ’s love; spreading Christ’s Word; and caring for others.  We can be at the      
forefront of showing others how to be a church, rather than a social club. 
 

One way to move in that direction is to have meaningful conversations with others, Monday 
through Saturday.  For the last two months, I’ve offered conversation starters that can      
become conversations about faith.  Such conversations may eventually lead to a friend,     
neighbor or family member expressing interest in finding out more about faith and church. 
That becomes your opportunity to invite them to Faith.  So, here is this month’s conversation 
starter: “What’s been on your heart or mind lately?”  This is a question that goes deeper.  The 
other person may share a deep concern about something happening in their family. They may 
share grief or pain – or maybe something exciting and joyful.  It may become an opportunity 
for you to respond, “Can I be praying for you?”   
 

The second thing to share with you is something that has been on my mind.  Baseball is very  
important to my 9-year-old grandson. He has been playing since he was a 4-year-old (that is, if 
you call t-ball baseball ).  He has many games scheduled on Sunday mornings this summer, 
prohibiting me from attending and cheering for him.   
 

I decided I wasn’t going to simply shrug my shoulders about it any more.  So, I just finished 
writing a letter to the board of Keystone Little League, expressing my hope that next year 
they will not schedule any games before 12:00 on Sundays.   
 

If we sit by and do nothing, then sports (and other Sunday morning activities) win.  I want to 
see church win back Sunday mornings.  I want my grandchildren to be shaped by faith and by 
team sports.   
 

If your child or grandchild is playing sports on Sunday mornings, rather than attending church, 
are you willing to boldly speak up?  I’d be happy to share my letter with you to give you an idea 
of what to say.  When more and more of us do speak up, they will have to listen. 
 

            Peace, 
            Becky  
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Your Session 

Clerk of Session - Joe Seda 

Discipleship     Lynda Shafer 

Facilities       Matt Kasprzak 

        Jim Willett 

        Doug Bogenhagen 

Fellowship       Joni Huddleston 

Finance       Angie Madden 

Human Res       Bob Meyer 

Mission & Ev     Janice Miner 

Worship       Al Zimmerman  

Streaming Sunday Worship Service  
at 10:00 am 

 

We continue to broadcast the worship     
service on Facebook. If you do not have 
computer access, you may listen to the 

service by calling  
1-844-855-4444 and  

entering access code 716966#. 

 

Clothing Give Away Update 
 

The next give away will be June 20.  We 
will be sorting on May 27, June 10, 17, 
and July 1. 
 

As our number of guests grows, so do the 
volunteer opportunities.  If you would 
like to help, but you can't commit to 
helping every month, please let me know 
402-301-9520, so I can contact you if 
some of our regular volunteers can't 
make it. 
 

If you have been waiting to clean out 
your closet or kitchen cabinets, this 
would be a great time to do it.  We are 
very limited on our selection of 
housewares, sheets, towels and bedding. 
 

Thanks again for all of your support. 
 

John and Terri &  
the Mission & Evangelism Committee 

Faith Presbyterian Church 
Becky Balestri, Pastor  

8100 Giles Road, La Vista, NE 68128 
402-331-6944 

Web page: www.faith-presbyterian.com 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/faithpresby 

 

Office hours: Monday - Thursday      

9am - 5pm 

From James Carroll at  
Crossroads Connection 

 

I picked up the mail yesterday,          
including Faith’s May 3 check for $525 

in support of Crossroads’ ministries. 
With our thanks for your continuing 

support of our work with those      
nearing reentry.  

Men’s Breakfast 
 

In June, July, and August on 

the second Saturday of the month, 
the Men’s Prayer Breakfast Group will 
meet at the Village Inn  on 72nd and 

Giles .  

Thank you very much for all the   

wonderful cards, gift cards, thoughts 

and prayers after my bike                 

accident.  You are all such a blessing 

and encouragement to me, and I am 

very grateful for all your support! 

Janice Miner  

We Need Everyone’s Help 
 

Our church building is used nearly daily by 
church members, and members of the community – 
this is great! It’s what a church should be doing.  
However, it also means that many people have keys 
to the church, and we also need the church locked 
when no one is here. 

Can you please help us?  If you unlock the 
church when you arrive, will you please be sure to 
lock it again when you leave?  All of us working 
together will keep our building secure.            
       Thank you! 



Transitions Group 

    When a family member’s memory starts to change and decline, it is a challenge for the people 
around them. If you are in this situation, Faith Church is here for you. A small group of members 
and friends meets monthly, all of whom have a family member with some form of dementia. We 
share our experiences. We listen. We comfort and console, and we even give a little advice. 
 

    If there is a member of your family that is transitioning to the next stage of life, a time when 
their memory isn’t good, you are invited to be part of this group on the third Friday of every 
month, at 10:00 am in Room 1 – the comfy room.  Coffee is always served.  

    Questions?   
Please call Becky Balestri at  

402-709-0568. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

The next Lunch Bunch will be  
Friday, June 5th at 11:30 am 

at Shirley’s Diner 
13838 R Plaza, Omaha 

What will we be celebrating this month? 

Sign up at church by June 3rd 
or contact Sharon Fleming at 402 709-2103 
or sfleming43@aol.com for your reservation      

or if you need a ride. 

June 10  Debbie Westerfield 
June 13  Barb Willett 
June 22  Autumn Marion 
June 24  Carolyn Ernst 
June 24  Bill Mavity 

 Free Movie! 
 

The adult Christian Ed class has been reading and discussing 

a book called “Forgotten God: Reversing our Tragic Neglect of 

the Holy Spirit.”  Our discussions mostly focus on the Holy 

Spirit, but the Father and Son also show up in our               

conversation.  It has prompted several of us to refer to the 

book and movie The Shack.  Enough that several of us want 

to watch it again. 
 

Everyone is invited to watch The Shack on June 7, at 4:00 in 

the afternoon, in the Fellowship Hall.  Please plan to stay for 

discussion after the movie, especially regarding how the 

three persons of the Triune God are portrayed, not to mention 

how we cope with tragedy. 
 

Hopefully, we’ll have pop and popcorn available, because, isn’t 

that really why you go to a movie? 

Sightings 
 

Two of our member-spies were at Maron’s 
Grill this month and they spotted Phil     
Westerfield and Steve Bottorff enjoying 
lunch. They had just completed a morning of 
moving furniture for Moving Veterans         
Forward.  Phil shared with the spies what he 
had learned about homelessness, and what a 
challenge it is to get a head in the world.  
Thank you, Steve and Phil, for helping some 
vets have a better life. 
 

Although she wasn’t seen, the church mice 
are very confident that it was Jeana Svoboda 
that put living plants and flowers in the large 
flower pots by the two main entrances to the 
church. The plants are a lovely reminder as 
we walk in our church of God’s beautiful     
creation. Thank you, Jeana, for bringing 
beauty into our lives. 

mailto:sfleming43@aol.com



