
Our lifework is sharing Christ’s love,  
spreading Christ’s Word, caring for others. 
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April 

Arms of Faith 

      
Dear Faithfuls, 
 

Happy Easter!  May the joy of the Risen Christ be with you all! 
 

Inside this newsletter you’ll find the Session Highlights. The elders read an article    
titled “3 Ways to Grow Your Church Through Meaningful Conversations – Not More   
Programs.”  
 

One way is to ‘adopt-a-neighbor.’ The invitation is to be intentional about choosing 
someone in your everyday life and look for ways to care for them and/or connect with 
them.  You might write an encouraging note (you know, the kind you put in the mail), or 
help someone with a yard project, or share a meal or bring some snacks.  Small,          
intentional acts of kindness create relational ripple effects – building trust, sparking 
conversations, and   opening doors for future invitations.  As you build trust and get to 
know someone, there may come a time when you’ll decide it’s time to invite them to 
Faith Church. 
 

Another way to grow our church is to start with simple conversation starter questions.  
These questions aren’t meant to force spiritual conversations, but to gently open the 
door to another person.  This month, I invite you to ask someone (or someones) “Where 
have you seen hope lately?”  After asking another person this question, please share 
with them where you have seen hope.  You might be surprised where the conversation 
goes after this. Again, the purpose is to build trust with another person, and with time, 
you might invite them to our church. 
 

So, I’ll go first.  I have seen hope in worship attendance.  The Sunday before Palm    
Sunday a first time worshiper was with us.  She had attended Faith years ago, moved 
away, and is now back in the area. She wants a church closer to her home.  Mona speaks 
French, and hardly understands English, and yet she has been in worship three Sundays 
in a row. (A big thank you to Bob and Ginny McKulsky for giving her a ride to church.   
If you would like to help with transportation, please call Bob, or me.)  And, our worship 
attendance has increased.  Average attendance in February 2025 was 81 worshippers.  
Average worship attendance in February 2026 was 95 – a 17% increase!!!  Something is 
happening at Faith Church and it gives me hope. 
 

What person will you write a note to this month?  And, where do you find hope? 
 

            Peace, 

            Becky  
   



Your Session 

Clerk of Session - Joe Seda 

Discipleship     Lynda Shafer 

Facilities       Matt Kasprzak 

        Jim Willett 

        Doug Bogenhagen 

Fellowship       Joni Huddleston 

Finance       Angie Madden 

Human Res       Bob Meyer 

Mission & Ev     Janice Miner 

Worship       Al Zimmerman  

Streaming Sunday Worship Service  
at 10:00 am 

 

We continue to broadcast the worship     
service on Facebook. If you do not have 
computer access, you may listen to the 

service by calling  
1-844-855-4444 and  

entering access code 716966#. 

Session Highlights 
 

Your session met on March 19, with barely a quorum.   
 

The elders are reading and discussing the book Anatomy of a Revived Church. We anticipate learning 
some ways in which churches thrive, and practices we can adopt.   
 

The session took the following actions: 
 Approved an updated job description for the organists, recognizing that we now have two musicians 
 Heard from Lynda Shafer about two possible website developers; we will be acting on this within the 

next month.  Once we contract with a developer, it will take some time before a new website is up 
and operational. 

 Discussed “3 Ways to grow Your Church” – please see the pastor’s page for a taste of what we 
learned. 

 

Please pray for your elders as they lead this church to share Christ’s love, spread Christ’s Word and 
care for others. 

Sightings 

 

Faith Church hosted Crossroads Connection 
on March 1.  A big thank you to Mary Ann 
Stevens (at the piano), Steve Bottorff 
(in the media booth), and Chuck Shafer, 
Lynda Shafer, Lori Gahm, Bill Neubert, 
Terri O’Brien, John O’Brien, and Janice 
Miner, who were all in the k itchen    
serving a delicious lasagna dinner. 
 

Have you noticed a new glass pitcher with 
the baptismal font?  Thank you to Jeremy 
Ziegler for donating it.  It’s far more       
attractive than the water pitcher from the 
kitchen. 
 

While Rick Backhaus is recovering from    
broken ribs, we are thankful for the pianists 
who have stepped up and played the      
keyboard for the praise teams. Thank you to 
Debbie Eggers, Justin Brown, and    
Gordon Lytle! 

Do You Know the Holy Spirit? 
 
That may be an odd question, but if we are honest, 
we are much more familiar with God the Father, and 
God the Son, than we are with God the Holy Spirit. 
You’re invited to change that.  Your Discipleship 
Committee is offering a new class, beginning      
April 19, 2026, immediately following worship, 
titled “Forgotten God: Reversing Our Tragic Neglect 
of the Holy Spirit.”   
Two books are available.  One is an interactive bible 
study book, which includes links to videos.  The   
Discipleship Committee will purchase this book for 
all class members.  You might choose to purchase 
the book Forgotten God on your own.  It’s not      
necessary, but you can find it at Amazon.  Please 
sign up in the Centrum if you choose to participate. 

Questions?  Please talk to  
Lynda Shafer or Becky Balestri. 



 

Clothing Give Away Update 
 

The next Give Away is April 18.  We will be sorting 
on April 8, 15, 29, May 6 and 13. 

 

Thanks for all of your generous donations.  We 
have had so much donated that we shared our 

"wealth" with The Steven Center, Francis House 
and the Open Door Mission.  Without your       

continued support, the Give Away would not    
succeed. 

 

Thanks again for your donations and your         
enthusiasm . 

 

John and Terri &  
the Mission & Evangelism Committee 

Faith Presbyterian 

Church 
 

8100 Giles Road,  
La Vista, NE 68128 

402-331-6944 
 

Becky Balestri, Pastor  
 

Web page: www.faith-presbyterian.com 
 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/faithpresby 
 

Office hours: 9am - 5pm 

Monday - Thursday   

Facilities Committee  
Keeping Things Fresh 

 

Have you noticed when you walk into the 
Centrum, there is a new ambience in the 
area? That’s because your Facilities Team 
hired painters to put a new coat of paint 
on all the walls.  We’re grateful that the 
generous giving of our members allows us 
to update our building. Thank you to Doug 
Bogenhagen for getting quotes and         
supervising the painting. 

Support the Nicaragua Partnership 
 

Our lifework is to share Christ’s love. One 
way that we can do that is simply by eating!  
Well, a few details.  You are invited to take 
your family and friends to Don & Millie’s, 
8405 Q Street, on Sunday, April 19, any time 
between 11:00 am to 9:00 pm.  Twenty 
percent of every dollar spent on great food 
and drink will go right back to the Nicaragua 
Partnership.  Please let the cashier know that 
you are supporting this Partnership. 

 

Maundy Thursday/Good Friday 
 

You are invited to remember the Last    

Supper that Jesus had with his disciples on 

Thursday, April 2, at 7:00 pm  

in the sanctuary.  We will also             

commemorate Good Friday on this       

evening.  This is part of the pilgrim’s       

journey – an obstacle that leads to           

resurrection. 



Transitions Group 

    When a family member’s memory 
starts to change and decline, it is a    
challenge for the people around them. If 
you are in this situation, Faith Church is 
here for you. A small group of members 
and friends meets monthly, all of whom 
have a family member with some form of 
dementia. We share our experiences. We 
listen. We comfort and console, and we 
even give a little advice. 
 

    If there is a member of your family that 
is transitioning to the next stage of life, a 
time when their memory isn’t good, you 
are invited to be part of this group on the 
third Friday of every month, at 10:00 am 
in Room 1 – the comfy room.  Coffee is 
always served. 

    Questions?   
Please call Becky Balestri at  

402-709-0568. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

The next Lunch Bunch will be  
Friday, April 3rd, 2026  

at 11:30 a.m. 
at Moran’s Bar & Grill 

3909 Twin Creek Dr., Bellevue, NE 
 
 

Sign up at church by April 1st (no fooling) 
or contact Sharon Fleming at 402 709-2103 
or sfleming43@aol.com for your reservation      

or if you need a ride. 

Apr 2   Ranae Overton 
Apr 3   Ben Jamieson 
Apr 6   Rob Crick 
Apr 9   Anna Howard 
Apr 17  Ginny McKulsky 
Apr 17 Peter Svoboda 
Apr 19  Debbie Kippley 
Apr 21  John O’Brien 
Apr 30  Bob Meyer 

 

   April 
Birthdays 

File of Life 
 

Last month, during the conversation with Laura       
Augustus, Ranae Overton’s daughter, and a home 
health care director, several people told stories of 
emergency personnel coming into their home, after a 
fall or other incident.  Someone shared that there is a 
File of Life magnet for your refrigerator.  According to 
Google, “the File of Life magnet is a vital emergency 
preparedness tool, typically a red  magnetic pouch 
placed on a refrigerator, containing essential medical 
information for first responders. It provides rapid      
access to health records, such as medications,        
allergies, and  contact details, enabling faster and   
safer treatment when patients cannot communicate.”  
 

If you are interested in having one on your refrigera-
tor, it can be purchased at  

https://www.thefileoflife.org/store.   

mailto:sfleming43@aol.com
https://www.thefileoflife.org/store



