Dear Faithfuls,
Several stories:

When my maternal grandfather died, my mom had a two-year-old and an infant. Her
neighbor, Dee Fagerli, came to the back door and said, "Betty, give me your laundry.” My
strong-willed mom said it wasn't necessary for Dee to do her laundry. My mother's strong
will was no match for Dee's stronger will. Dee Fagerli did my mother's laundry when she
was mourning her father's death.

I read a story in Reader’s Digest, about a young woman's father dying. He lived in another
state, and the funeral meant packing up her small children and flying. Her neighbor came
to her door and said, "I've come to clean your shoes.” He remembered when his father
died, and knew that shoes needed to be shiny for a funeral. You can read the whole story
here: https://www.rd.com/article/let-me-know-if-you-need-anything/

The summer my mother died, many people said, "Let me know if there is anything I can
do.." What I needed was my lawn to be mowed; I didn't have the energy or time to do it,
ye’rdI knew that none of the people saying "Let me know..." were really willing Yo mow my big
yards.

And, when T had knee replacement surgery, my friend Suzanne said, "I can get your
groceries if you give me a list; I can clean your house; I can bring you lunch. What would
TOU like?” T was very bored at home alone so I asked her to bring me lunch. We had a
ovely lunch on my back deck. I treasure that memory.

Why do I share these stories? Because we all sincerely want to be helpful. When people
are grieving, we do want to help and be supportive. What I discovered when my mom died
and people said, “let me know what I can do to help” was that I had to: one, figure out what
I did need; two, determine whether that person had the skills for it (could they mow?);
and, three, overcome my independence to ask for that help. In grief, those three steps
were too hard; I asked for nothing. (By the way, coincidentally, a young man left his “T'll
mow for $25" flyer on my door - my yard was mowed.)

This year our presbytery is emphasizing radical helpfulness. The invitation is o determine
what you can do - laundry, polishing shoes, bringing a meal, even mowing - and then offering
to do that. You will be so very helpful to the one in grief. You will be radically helpfull

Peace,

Becky



https://www.rd.com/article/let-me-know-if-you-need-anything/

Session Highlights

The January session meeting opened with the question, "What is one way to show the love of Christ
in the next seven days?” You are invited to consider this question, too. Ask an elder how they an-
swered the question.

Your session made the following decisions:

« Approved the new insurance premiums, that includes a much larger deduction than previous
years. (Please note: due to hail, wind and other issues in the Midwest, insurance premiums are
rising sharply. We are fortunate that the insurance company did not drop us, as has happened
to at least two churches in our presbytery.)

« Approved Chuck Shafer as the assistant treasurer.

« Referred the Facilities Use Fee schedule to the Facilities Team to update those fees; the session
gave them three months to work on this project.

. Sre‘\dly hremoved Lexie Brown from the rolls, at her request, as she is now worshiping at another
church.

Please pray for your elders as they lead this church to share Christ’s love, spread Christ's Word and
care for others.

Church Hall Meeting Clothing Give Away Update
We will have another Church Hall Meeting Your continuous support is overwhelming.
on Sunday, February 16, 2025, Thanks to everyone who helped with the
immediately following the worship service. January Give Away.
Our Church Hall Meetings are an . .
opportunity for you to hear about what is The next Give Away is February 15th. We
happening in the life of the church, and for will be sorting on February 5th, 12th and
you to ask questions of the pastor and the 26th.
elders. John and Terri and the
Come, hear, what our Mission, Mission and Evangelism Team
Discipleship, Facilities and other teams
are doing to share Christ’s love!

February Lunch Bunch will be held on
Friday, February 7™ at 11:30 am at

The Golden Apple Buffet,
9614 South 71°" Avenue, Papillion
(in Settler's Creek).

Join us for fun and fellowship as we gather
for a buffet lunch.

Sign up at church by February 5 or contact
Sharon Fleming at
402-709-2103 or sfleming43@aol.com for
your reservation or if you need a ride.
Hope to see you there.
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Creative Ministries/Puppets

In the last few years, the Puppet Team has been
comprised of two members and students from my
non-profit organization, the Papillion La Vista Arts
Network. These students have entered high school or
college and no longer have time in their schedules for
this activity. There is a place for Creative Ministries in
worship. Sometimes, a play or a concert touches my
heart differently than Sunday morning. Please help us
keep Creative Ministries alive at Faith.

This opportunity is open to anyone from 9 years old to
99. Please let me know if you, your grandchildren, or
someone you know would like to participate. We typical-
ly meet from 2 PM to 4 PM on Sunday. However, this
time can be flexible. Various experiences will be
planned, including plays and puppetry, allowing
participants to experience something new.

Rehearsals - March 2,9,16,30, April 6, May 4
Sharing in worship - March 23, April 13, May 18

Please join Debbie Kippley, Peter Svoboda, and Khyenne
Cottrell in this ministry.

Contact Debbie Kippley if you are interested.
drdbk@aol.com 402-981-7762

Feb 2 Jim Day
Feb ¢ Susie Melonis
Feb ¢ TRuth Tresemer

Feb 7 Cindy Andersen
Feb 7 MarcCia Jones

Feb 8 MarcCia Jewett
Feb 8 Jahice Minher

Feb 10 Marc Wagoner
Feb 11 Tim Stephenson
Feb 12 Charly Huddleston
Feb 15 Deb Ziegler

Feb 19 Mary Rjdge

Feb 21 Melissa Kindig
TFeb 25 Rodnhey Bosserdet

Coloring Day!

Twenty children, parents and grandparents braved the cold on January 20 to enjoy a

couple hours of coloring, playing in the Family Life Center and eating pizza. (Creed Robinson

instigated playing in the FLC by repeating to his grandma, “Balls!” until she realized he wanted

the basketballs.) Thank you to Lynda Shafer for bringing frosting and cookies for the children

to decorate — and eat! And, to Ranae Overton for printing many coloring pages for the children
and adults to choose from. It was cold outside, but warm inside!
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Message from Sheltering Tree

I hope you enjoyed your holidays. I know the tenants at

Sheltering Tree sure did, thanks to Faith.

The gift bags were a huge success. You should have seen
their faces when they realized they got their very own
gift bags filled with goodies! I feel like you all did so great
Wwith the items you chose to fill them with. I have heard
nothing but good things and cheer about them as they
wevre all practical and wanted items. Additionally, the
tenants very much adorved the BINGO prizes. I think you
all understood what items our tenants loved to receive.

Thank you again for this gracious contribution to

. Rebecca Kruse

Shellering Tree Acttvities & Fnrichment

Annual Congregational Meeting

Please stay after the worship service on Sunday,
February 2, for a potluck meal and our annual
congregational meeting.

The Fellowship Team will host the potluck meal
following the church service. Please bring your
favorite dish, salad, or dessert.

The annual meeting will follow. As usual, the
congregation votes on the pastor’s
compensation and can bring any business to
the congregation.

&2 % making the tenant's holiday Mevry and Bright!!
| Xindly,
¢

Annual Reports

Annual reports are on the
table in the Centrum.
Please remember to bring
them back for the annual
meeting next week.

Thank Youl

&1 fﬁ‘!\

Many thanks to those who gave so generously to our Hat and
Mitten Tree. The tree was beautifully decked with row after
row of hats, gloves, mittens and even a scarf or two. 134 hats,
40 pairs of gloves/mittens and 2 scarves will be divided be-
tween G. Stanley Hall and La Vista West Elementary Schools,
so their  students can keep nice and warm during our cold
winter days. Your support of this project warms our hearts.

Mission/Evangelism Team



Faith Church Hosts Crossroads Connection

On Sunday, February 23, Faith will host Cross-
roads Connection. This is our opportunity to fulfill
Matthew 25 - to visit those who are imprisoned.
The worship service is at 6:00 pm, followed by a
fellowship meal. You can come and worship and
eat with the Crossroads men. You can help serve
dinner. You can pray for this mission opportunity.
When we host Crossroads Connection, we are ful-
filling our Lifework of sharing Christ’s love.

Transitions Group

When a family member’s memory starts to
change and decline, it is a challenge for the
people around them. If you are in this situa-
tion, Faith Church is here for you. A small
group of members and friends meets monthly,
all of whom have a family member with some
form of dementia. We share our experiences.
We listen. We comfort and console, and we
even give a little advice.

If there is a member of your family that is
transitioning to the next stage of life, a time
when their memory isn’t good, you are invited
to be part of this group on the third Friday of
every month, at 10:00 am in Room 1 - the
comfy room. Coffee is always served.

Questions? Please call Becky Balestri at
402-709-0568.

Mental Health/Illness Group

The Mental Health/Illness Group meets the first
Saturday of each month at 10:00 am, in the
Comfy Room.

Are you living with an adult child who is fail-
ing to launch? Please join us. Has a family
member been diagnosed with a mental illness,
but refuses to take their medicine? Please join
us. Are you scared to talk about a family
member, for fear people will judge you? Please
join us — you will not only not be judged, you
will be understood. And, everything said in the
group stays in the group.

If you aren’t sure if this is a group for you,
please call Becky Balestri at 402-709-0568 and
talk with her.

Your Session
Clerk of Session - Joe Seda

Discipleship Angie Madden
Facilities Matt Kasprzak

Jim Willett

Doug Bogenhagen
Fellowship Joni Huddleston
Human Res Bob Meyer
Mission & Ev Terri O'Brien
Support Peter Svoboda
Worship Al Zimmerman

access,

Streaming Sunday Worship Service
10:00 am

We continue to broadcast the worship service
on Facebook. If you do not have computer

ou may listen to the service by
calling 1-844-855-4444 and

entering access code 716966#.

Faith Presbyterian Church
Becky Balestri, Pastor
8100 Giles Road, La Vista, NE 68128
402-331-6944
Web page: www.faith-presbyterian.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/faithpresby




Saturday

Worship Time
10:00 am

Fellowship: 9:30

2

11:00 am Congregational
dinner & meeting

1:30pm Volleyball
5:00pm Table Tennis- FLC

-9:55am

10:00 am Mental Health
Group
1:00 pm Omaha Christian
Social Group- cards

6:30 pm Pickleball

6:00 pm Scouts

6:30pm Bell Rehearsal

7:00 am Campus Life

9:00 am Clothes Sorting
10:00 am Yesterday’s Kids
10:30 am Chair Exercise

1:00 pm Mission/ Evang mtg
7:00 pm Choir

1:00 pm Pickleball
6:00pm Table Tennis - FLC
Team Meetings
4:00 pm Worship meeting
5:00 pm Fellowship Mtg
5:45 pm Discipleship Mtg

8:30 am Men’s Donuts &
Dialogue
11:30 am Lunch Bunch

8

8:00am Men'’s Breakfast- FH
9:15 am Elder Training

1:00 pm Omaha Christian
Social Group- cards

9

1:30pm Volleyball
5:00pm Table Tennis- FLC

10

6:30 pm Pickleball
6:00pm Book Club

1"

6:00 pm Scouts
6:30pm Bell Rehearsal

7:00pm Deacons’ Meeting

12

7:00 am Campus Life

9:00 am Clothes Sorting
10:00 am Yesterday’s Kids
10:30 am Chair Exercise

7:00 pm Choir

1:00 pm Pickleball
6:00pm Table Tennis - FLC
7:30pm Support - Office

8:30 am Men’s Donuts &
Dialogue

15

9:00 am Clothing Giveaway

1:00 pm Omaha Christian
Social Group- cards

16

11200 am Church Hall meeting
1:30pm Volleyball
5:00pm Table Tennis- FLC

17

6:30 pm Pickleball

18

1:30pm PW Circle
6:00 pm Scouts

6:30pm Bell Rehearsal

19

7:00 am Campus Life
10:00 am Yesterday’s Kids
10:30 am Chair Exercise

7:00 pm Choir

20

1:00 pm Pickleball
6:00pm Table Tennis - FLC

7:00pm Session mtg- FH

21

8:30 am Men’s Donuts &
Dialogue

10:00 am Transitions Group

22

1:00 pm Omaha Christian
Social Group - cards

23

1:30pm Volleyball
5:00pm Table Tennis- FLC

24

6:30 pm Pickleball

25

6:00 pm Scouts

6:30pm Bell Rehearsal

26

7:00 am Campus Life

9:00 am Clothes Sorting
10:00 am Yesterday’s Kids
10:30 am Chair Exercise
7:00 pm Choir

Newsletter
articles due

27

1:00 pm Pickleball
6:00pm Table Tennis - FLC

28

8:30 am Men’s Donuts &
Dialogue

6:00 pm Movie & Pizza




