
        

December  2022 

Advent Blessings, Faithfuls! 
 

A huge thank you to all of you who attended the Installation Service!  Many people 
have noted what a great service it was.  I’m grateful for Mary Ann Stevens playing a 
second service on a Sunday, for Debbie Eggers and the choir singing a beautiful        
anthem, Steve Bottorff and Cindy Andersen providing audio, and to the Fellowship 
Committee for serving cheese, meats, crackers and fruit after the  service. Oh, and 
thank you to all the men who set up and took down tables! 
 

Advent begins on Sunday, November 27.  Allow me to share what is happening during 
Advent.  Children and adults are invited to come at 9:15, to the Family Life Center, for 
a time of learning a bible passage and having fun with a small craft. We will be explor-
ing the themes of Advent as we wait for Christmas to come. 
 

The theme for the Sundays of Advent in worship this year are “Come Home to …”  We 
will ‘come home’ to love, hope, mercy and joy – and then to Bethlehem on Christmas 
Eve.  Each Sunday, the Advent candles will be lit, and a figure of the nativity will be 
put out.  This is one way that we can wait for Christmas – by slowly assembling the 
nativity. 
 

On December 21, 2022, at 4:00 pm, we will have a Longest Night Service, sometimes 
called a Blue Christmas.  December 21 is the shortest day of the year, and thus the 
longest night.  This service will be especially for those who have experienced loss in 
the last year – the death of a loved one, the loss of health, the loss of a job, etc.  This 
service will provide comfort in a multi-sensory way as a contrast to all the holly-jolly 
of the season. 
 

And, Christmas is on Sunday this year, and we will worship God on December 25!  Did 
you know that the 12 Days of Christmas have Christian symbolism?  We will open 
‘presents’ on Christmas morning and find out what the 5 turtle doves really are. 
 

Please be watching the bulletin board near the Centrum, your email, the Faith           
Facebook page and the Faith website for more information about all these Advent and 
Christmas events. 
 

          Peace, 

          Becky 

 Faith Presbyterian Church 
Becky Balestri, Pastor  

8100 Giles Road, La Vista, NE 68128 
402-331-6944 

Web page: www.faith-presbyterian.com 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/faithpresby 



November Session Highlights 
 

The November docket for the elders was a big one!  The pastor did her best to use Roberts’ Rules, and it 
did help us get through all the decisions to be made: 

Approved the recommendation from Human Resources to make the Parish Nurse a staff employee of 
the church 

Tentatively approved the budget for 2023 (final approval will happen after 12/31/22) 
Referred the opportunity for ministry with the middle school to the Mission Team 
Opted to wait until January to make any decision about whether to host another congregation in our 

building 
With sadness, removed those who have not been active in the life of the church from the membership 

rolls 
Postponed a decision about worship time and Christian Education opportunities 
 

Additionally, the session agreed to have a combined meeting with the deacons in December (as required 
by the Book of Order) and to enjoy a potluck meal together. 
 

We continue to invite the congregation to pray for the session as we listen for God’s guidance for our   
future. 

Helping Hands to the Rescue  
 

Congregation members – Do you have jobs at 
home that you cannot do on your own (cutting 

up limbs, small electrical or plumbing jobs, 
yardwork, etc.)?  For help, contact Janice  

Miner at 402-339-8304 or the church office, 
and we will check with our Helping Hands 

Team.    
If you would like to join the Helping Hands 

Team, please let us know and we will add you 

Sightings 
 

PSA to all area mice: you are not welcome inside Faith Church!   
After Steve Harmsen pulled everything out of the kitchen pantry 
(because the mice had made themselves at home, and hadn’t 
cleaned up after themselves), Debbie Ziegler and Robin Gentry 
washed the pots and dishes, and re-organized the pantry.  Thank 
you! 
 

Bill Neubert and Bob McKulsky put on their green eye shades 
and reviewed the accounting books. This is a requirement by the 
Book of Order. Thank you, Bill and Bob, for keeping us in order! 
 

Honorary PW Member for the day, John O’Brien, helped deliver a 
whole lot of apple crisp and 3 gallons of ice cream to La Vista Mid-
dle School. Thank you to PW for doing so much baking, and to John 
for delivering it to the teachers and staff. 
 

Thank you to Marc Wagoner.  We are aware he has set up many 
tables and chairs for several events in the Family Life Center. 
 

A little mouse (that was not supposed to be in the building) let us 
know about this: Tom Negley brought in a special lift, and replaced 
a lightbulb in the corner of the Family Life Center.  Now, when the 
PW serves a lunch, they can see, as can the pickle ball players 
when they are smashing the ball over the net. Thank you, Tom! 

 

Dec 1   Debbie Eggers 
Dec 1   Scott Jamieson 
Dec 2   Steve Norman 
Dec 6   Robin Gentry 
Dec 6   Margaret Hermanson 
Dec 10  Richard Svoboda 
Dec 15  Karen Greni 
Dec 16  Carol Matschullat 
Dec 16  Bill Wollenhaupt 
Dec 19  Pam Bottorff 
Dec 23  Jackie Zimmerman 
Dec 30  Tom Negley 

 
Lost and Found 

 

This necklace was found in the 
kitchen pantry in with some 

kitchen items. Please call the 
church office to claim. 



Your Session 
Clerk of Session - Joe Seda 

Discipleship      Peter Svoboda 
Facilities        Matt Kasprzak 
         Jim Willett 
         Doug Bogenhagen 
Fellowship        Shayla Hall 
Human Res        Scott Jamieson 
Mission & Ev      Bob Meyer 
Support        Tracy Kristensen 
Worship        Debbie Eggers       

Streaming Sunday Worship Service    
10:00am 

 

We continue to broadcast the worship service 
on Facebook. If you do not have computer    

access, you may listen to the service by calling                       
1-844-855-4444 and entering access code 

716966#. 

Huge Thank You !!!!! 
 

I can not begin to thank Marilyn Mavity 
enough for handling publicity, centerpieces, 
her many canning specialties, and as the 
Bakery Chair. Together with Carolyn Ernst 
and Lynda Shafer handling the kitchen,   
Robin Gentry and Peggy Wagoner, the 
crafts, and Ginny McKulsky and Ruth    
Tresemer, the dining room, we experienced 
the BEST Salad Luncheon in over a decade.  
This happened because of the support from 
so many women with their delicious salads, 
yummy baked goods and unique crafts.  But 
the real winners were all the Faithfuls who 
purchased tickets and attended.  Thank 
everyone for any part that you played in the 
success of the Faith Presbyterian Women’s 
Association annual salad luncheon. Our work 
continues on! 
 

Sharon Fleming, Luncheon Chair 

Christmas Joy Offering 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Joy Offering will be collected the four  

Sundays of Advent. 
 

Christmas Joy Offering assists current and retired 

workers and church leaders in need. 
 

Christmas Joy Offering educates future leaders at 

Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping 

communities of color. 
 

Make checks to Faith Presbyterian Church. Please 

make sure to mark donations in the memo section 

for the Christmas Joy Offering .  

Faith Presbyterian Church 
“To know, to grow, and to show Christ to 

all people”  

Longest Night Service 
December 21, 2022, 4:00 pm 

 

A comforting, multisensory worship 

service  

for those who have experienced loss 

in the last year. 
 

Come, and experience God’s calming 

presence. 

Great Exercise & Great Fellowship 

 
            Join us for  

 
Mondays 6:30 pm 
Thursdays 1:00 pm 

 

 
               
              Join us for  

 
                     Sundays 1:00 pm 

 
If you are interested and want more info,                   

call the church office. 



Congregational meeting for new pastor - June 12, 2022 

Installation Service and Reception for our new pastor, 
Becky Balestri  - November 13, 2022 



Thank you to everyone that helped at 
and contributed to the Salad Luncheon  

Bake Sale and Boutique 
on November 3rd. 



Through the Advent Season, Faith is col-

lecting mittens and socks. 

The mittens will warm student hands at  

G. Stanley Hall and La Vista West         

Elementary Schools. 

Siena Francis House distributes 600 pairs of men and women’s socks per month. The 

need is especially acute in winter. 

The Presbyterian Women  

prepared  11 pans of apple 

crisp for the teachers at      

La Vista  Middle School. 

The apple crisps and ice 

cream were delivered to 

the school on a staff  

development day.  

To the right is the “Thank 

you” which we received. 

 

 

 



Children’s sermon  - November 13 Preparing bags for the shut-ins. 

Thanksgiving Basket 2022 Volunteers 

Sixteen families in our area 
received an entire    
Thanksgiving meal. 

 

Thank you to the           
volunteers who prepared 
the Thanksgiving Baskets 

and helped distribute them. 
 

And thank you to the   
people who generously       
donated to make this    

project possible. 
  

 




