September
2022

Greetings, Faithfuls!
Thank you for the very warm welcome that I have received in multiple
ways. My first day at the church, six people stopped by throughout the
day to introduce themselves and welcome me. Thank you to Marc and
Peggy Wagoner for tr eating me to lunch! My fir st Sunday, Terri
O’Brien and Lynda Shafer gave me a beautiful shawl and a lovely
blanket for my new granddaughter. And, then there have been the Meet
and Greets! I have enjoyed listening to stories and getting to know all of
you. Sharon Fleming has done a masterful job organizing all these
gatherings. I am grateful!
Just a little bit about me. I’ve lived in Omaha since 1991, serving two
churches as installed pastor, three churches as an interim, and doing a
3½ year stint at the Omaha Presbyterian Seminary Foundation, overseeing a coaching and retreat program for pastors. I have one daughter, who
lives in Omaha, and three grandchildren. Having read Leslie Stahl’s book
Becoming Grandma, and learning how valuable grandmothers are in the
lives of children, I spend time every weekend with them. My hope is that
they will come to church sometime soon.
One or two people have noticed, with concern, that I have a distinctive
walk. (Actually, they say, “Oh! You’re limping.”) Thirty years ago, I had
a herniated disc which damaged a nerve that goes from the middle of the
back down to the big toe. I am not in any pain at all; I just walk with an
unusual gait.
Unless there are meetings, or hospital visits, I will typically be in the
church office Mondays through Thursdays. Friday will be my day of
Sabbath. However, if you are hospitalized on a Friday, I will come to the
hospital to pray with you. Oh, I’ll also be here on Sundays!
Again, thank you for the warm welcome I’ve received this month!
Peace,
Becky
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August Session Highlights
The August session meeting opened with Word-Share-Prayer, a way for elders to reflect on scripture, share with
one another, and pray for one another.
Matt Kasprzak gave an update on the new air conditioning units. Session asked him and the Facilities
Committee to move forward with their plans. We all like to be cool in the summer.
The elders agreed to read the book How to Lead When You Don’t Know Where You’re Going and discuss one
chapter a month.
The pastor asked the elders to write down what they perceive to be the three top priorities for the session in
the next 12 months, and the three top priorities for the pastor in the next 12 months. Those responses will be
collated and shared at the September session meeting.
The pastor proposed emphasizing stewardship during October, working on the budget in November, and
enjoying Advent and Christmas in December. One elder noted that has basically been the process in the past.
It was clarified that committees will start working on their budgets at the end of October so that the budget for
the next year can be finalized in November.
MRV Presbytery asked if Faith would host its meeting in April 2023. However, Holy Week and Easter will be
that month, and Faith’s 60th anniversary will be that month. We will offer to host a future meeting. We are
leaning toward celebrating the anniversary of the church, too!

Pickleball
Come join for fun to play or to just watch and
enjoy the fellowship.
Mondays at 6:30 pm & Thursdays at 1:00 pm
Clothing Giveaway
Thank you, thank you, thank you to everyone
who helped with the Clothing Giveaway. Now is
the time to clean out those closets!!! We will be
sorting on Wednesday, September 21 from 9-11.

Your Session
Clerk of Session - Joe Seda
Discipleship
Peter Svoboda
Facilities
Matt Kasprzak
Jim Willett
Doug Bogenhagen
Fellowship
Shayla Hall
Human Res
Scott Jamieson
Mission & Ev
Bob Meyer
Support
Tracy Kristensen
Worship
Debbie Eggers

Presbyterian Pilgrimage Weekend

So What Is “Pilgrimage” All About?
Have you heard people talking about
“pilgrimage” and wondered what it’s about? You’ve
probably heard it is a 3-day renewal or retreat. Maybe
you’ve heard it started back in 1948 in Spain and was
part of the Roman Catholic Cursillo movement and is
now, similar to Walk to Emmaus, Tres Dias and Kairos
Prison Ministry. You might have also heard it’s held at
Camp Calvin Crest in Fremont, Nebraska. Not too far
away that you have to worry about “traveling” but far
enough away that you can disconnect from the day to
day secular world.
What you probably didn’t hear is you can
“Come As You Are”! That’s right, just be your self and
be accepted and loved. You see, God meets you where
you are and throughout the weekend surrounds you with
His love. You’ll experience grace, music and laughter
all while walking the path God has chosen for you.
As good as that all sounds, that’s not even the
best part! The weekend has been a wonderful experience
for many people and has acted as a stepping stone to
help them return to their own environments spiritually
nourished and inspired to love one another while continuing to serve the Lord, however that looks for you.
Won’t you come join us …….
For more information please contact:
Al Zimmerman (402-850-5769)
Lisa Turner (402-669-1363)

Puppet Ministry Begins September 11

The Puppet Ministry will resume rehearsals on
September 11 from 2 to 4 PM and is a multi-age
group of students from elementary school to
college and from different denominational backgrounds meeting September through December
and March through May. This is an amazingly
creative group of students. In our broken and
hurting world, this ministry allows Faith to keep our
most recent Confirmation members involved and
make the Kingdom of God accessible to many other
students.
The hope is that this will also become a fellowship
time including games, snacks and maybe a meal. If
you would like to be puppet support please contact
Debbie Kippley at drdbk@aol.com and join Lexie
Brown, Tracy Kristensen, and Peter Svoboda in this
journey.

Apple Pie Sunday
The Fellowship Committee will be hosting Apple
Pie Sunday on September 25th after the church
service.
We will be serving apple pie with ice cream and
carmel topping.
Beginning in September, we will have a sign up
sheet in the Centrum, so we know how many pies
we need.

More Ways to Pray
Has your prayer life become somewhat stale? Do you feel stuck in how you are praying? Then you are invited
to kneel with the giants of our faith and learn new ways of connecting with God.
Becky Balestri will be teaching a class on prayer forms, using the book Kneeling with Giants, by Gary Neal
Hansen. We will learn four unique ways of praying. This class will be offered at two different times, and we
will meet every other week, to allow participants to practice the prayer forms.
You may join the classes at either of these times:
Monday evenings, at 7:00, September 12 and 26, and October 10 and 24, OR
Tuesdays at noon (please bring your own lunch), September 6 and 20, and October 4 and 18
You are welcome to purchase the book (it’s available used on Amazon, starting at $2.21), but it is not
necessary.
Questions? Please call or email Becky at 402-709-0568 or becky@faith-presbyterian.com

Helping Hands to the Rescue
Congregation members – Do you have jobs at home that you
cannot do on your own (cutting up limbs, small electrical or
plumbing jobs, yardwork, etc.)? For help, contact Janice
Miner at 402-339-8304 or the church office, and we will
check with our Helping Hands Team.
If you are willing to be part of the Helping Hands Team,
please let us know and we will add you to our list of helpers.

Hello Faith Church!
Greetings from Novi Sad, Serbia. We wanted to send you a quick update as well as
a gigantic “Thank You” for partnering with us in this God adventure. We are so
grateful for your continued prayers and support. Your fellowship has raised Kurt
and Emily in our faith - neither one of us would be where we are today without
your influence and care. So, Thank You!
A couple of highlights from the past six weeks: We helped put on a conference for
area worship leaders to help them grow in musicianship and influence in the area
of Worship Ministry. There is so much we take for granted in America in terms of
resourcing, so it was great to bring some of those resources to other area
worship leaders. We also helped with Lifegate’s "Summer School of Rock and Roll,"
serving over 40 kids, loving on them, teaching them music skills, and generally
showing them a good time.
Protestant Christianity is still considered a “sect” in this part of the world,
so creating an affordable, quality learning environment for the community is a
huge way to begin to break through that stereotype. While we don’t preach the
gospel outright, we can’t help being who we are, and we know that Christ shines
through us in our attitudes and approaches! The same is true for the English Camp
we just finished. It was another week-long camp with around 40 kids (some
crossover from Rock and Roll Camp, but the majority are different), offering
English classes, games, and the opportunity to interact with native English
speakers. Even the professional language schools who offer camps don’t typically
have access to native English speakers, so this is a huge blessing to the
community. Again, another opportunity to break stereotypes typically associated
with Protestant/Evangelical Christianity.
On a personal note, our family has found a car and are navigating central Serbia
pretty well! We’ve also gotten one bike for Anorah, and hope to get the rest of
us bikes, too. Novi Sad is a very bike-friendly city! We have found an apartment,
but we’ve been waiting for it to be furnished by our landlords, so hopefully it
will be ready for us soon! We are really looking forward to settling into a place
of our own, though our friends have been incredible hosts while we’ve been
waiting. The little girls, Anorah (age 9) and Vienna (age 6), have started at an
International School here in town, and Kurt, Emily, and Annabelle (age 16) are
starting twice-a-week language school this week on August 3rd.
All in all, we are adjusting well, enjoying friends and unique opportunities, and
figuring out life rhythms here in Serbia.
Thanks so much, again, for your ongoing prayers. We definitely need and feel
them!
You can always find us on Instagram at @wagonersgo, on Facebook at
@emilywagonerdotcom or on my blog at emilywagoner.com.
God bless you all!
Kurt and Emily, Annabelle, Anorah, and Vienna

Faith Presbyterian Church
“To know, to grow, and to show Christ to
all people”

Anne Carroll with Crossroads Connection visited Faith
Church on July 31st. Following is an email from her:
A genuine thanks for inviting me to speak
about Crossroads Connection, which you
probably surmised, is on the top tier of volunteer activities I participate in. Habitat for
Humanity Omaha (which merged with HFH
Sarpy) is another one.
My hope was to explain about the prison system in general and how Crossroads Connection fits into the system. We are so pleased
that our numbers of attendees have picked
up since COVID which shut everything down.
Also, thank you for the generous donation
which was quite unexpected and exceedingly
generous.
All the best with your new pastor, Becky, who
is a close friend of mine. I am personally excited for both her and Faith church.

I look forward to seeing you there with our
men on October 9.

Great Plains Pilgrimage
October 13-16, 2022
Calvin Crest Camp Conference
& Retreat Center
A three-day journey that
will deepen your faith,
heighten your joy &
invigorate your life
in Christ!

PILGRIMAGE IS
OPEN TO ALL

For additional
information or to obtain
a registration form
please contact:
Al Zimmerman
(402) 850-5769
Alan_zimmerman@msn.com

Future Pilgrimage
weekend date:
March 16-19, 2023

Pilgrimage Registrar:
Cyndee Widman
registrar@
greatplainspilgrimage.org

Anne Carroll
Parish Nurse Corner
September is Prostate Health Month
Presbyterian Women
Presbyterian Women resumes September 20, 2022,and is
held on the third Tuesday of the month, 1 to 1:30 PM for
the business meeting, and at 1:30 PM for the Bible Study
in the fellowship hall.
We meet September through May, usually having lunch
together in December. All women are welcome to join us.
We will use the book The Mothers and Daughters of the
Bible Speak by Shannon Bream. Each chapter stands
alone, and missing a month or two will not diminish your
participation.
The book includes:
Mothers and Daughters
Jochebeb & Miriam, Ruth &
Naomi, Elizabeth & Mary
Mothers and Sons
Rebekah, Bathsheba, and
Mary, the Mother of Jesus
Daughters and Fathers
Dinah, Ester, and Michal
Please sign up in the Centrum. Books will be available
September 4 at no charge.

Please stop at the Welcome Booth for a flyer
with information about Prostate Health.

Streaming Sunday
Worship Service
10:00am
We continue to broadcast the
worship service on Facebook. If you
do not have computer access, you
may listen to the service by calling
1-844-855-4444 and entering
access code 716966#.
Book Club
Faith book club will meet on
September 12 at 6:00. We
will be discussing "Sunflower
Sisters".

