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The Leashed Among You
There is a fuzzy tract called "Footprints" that has been around since I can remember. One can get a copy of it at
most Christian bookstores framed, postered, bookmarked or on a coffee mug. The message has always made me ill
at ease. For those of you who have never read this little parable, the story goes like this: A person looks back on the
beach that is his/her life and sees two sets of footprints most of the time; one is his/her own and one is God's. During rough times he/she only sees one set of footprints and moans that this is when God has abandoned him/her.
"No, chides God, "that is when I carried you." If, as I do, you find this message off the mark, then maybe, this is
your story:
Dragmarks
by David Westerberg,
from The Cresset, Lent 1997
In Texas, before the age of trucks and trailers, ranchers were continually faced with the problem of retrieving
strays. Cattle would wander off and become too confused to find their herd. Horses spending the winter in pasture
made themselves scarce when they got wind of the fact that spring had arrived and it was time to get back to work.
And because the terrain was so vast and so rough, and the animals so stubborn, it wasn't practical to have a man on
horseback spend two days helping just one animal to get home.
So, smart ranchers enlisted the help of a donkey or burro. A well-treated, well fed burro loves to be home. Taken
from there to a lesser place, he will find a way to return, and nothing short of bullets can stop him. Burros are
alarmingly smart, hopelessly single-minded, and brutally strong. I submit that if you can hold on to the rope in your
hands when the burro on the other end of it decides to leave, he will drag you to where he wants to be. There is no
debate. There is little concern for your fussing. A donkey on a mission is a beast obsessed. So, if you are a rancher
with a few well-treated burros, your problems with stray animals are pretty much solved. You locate the stray, put a
length of rope around its neck and attach the other end to a homeward bound donkey. It may take a few days. It
won't be pretty. The larger animal will look a little haggard after the trip. But the donkey will come home, and the
stray will be with him. Period.
It is this version of the story of life as a walk with God that I see. Ours is a rough trail, made grueling by our own
resistance. We fuss and moan and kick and scream. We try to get away and give up. We seek distraction at every
turn. We attempt to undermine the very ones who would help us. We want to be spared our troubles, to be carried
by God, but God does not excuse and does not carry. We must walk our own way home, and stand to face our troubles as we go, never alone, but as one with God who is not impressed by obstacles, who will not let us turn away.
And maybe there are some who see in their own lives a time of pain and trouble so traumatic that when they look
back they see themselves then as helpless passengers in the arms of God. But the Amazing Grace that saves a
wretch like me is the Relentless God who pulls and yanks and hauls and drags and wonders why on earth I resist
progress so often and so vigorously. Mine is a donkey, bound fast to me, and with or without my enthusiasm, He is
headed home.
Pastor Tom

June Session News
Your Session met in person on Thursday, June 17 in Fellowship Hall.
Pastor Tom began the meeting with a reading from Titus, a list of the qualities that one needs to be church
leader. A discussion of the qualities we hope our next pastor will have followed. This list of qualities was
relayed to the Pastoral Nominating Committee.
Session voted to stop requiring mask wearing (for those who have been vaccinated) and lifted the COVIDbased room maximums! We are nearing a return to pre-COVID in-person worship attendance!
Discipleship Committee Chair, Peter Svoboda, shared that the Circle Maker class was a success in May and
the Come Thirsty class is off to a good start. Thank you to Debbie Kippley for leading both classes.
Some things to look forward to: Movies Nights Wednesday, July 7. (We can’t share the title, but it is the only
motion picture in which basketball immortal Michael Jordan starred). Another film, which will be cryptically
described, will be shown on Wednesday, August 4.
Clothing Giveaway, Friday, July 30 & Saturday, July 31.
Mission Sunday, July 11, Table Grace, the ministry we supported with our Easter offering will lead worship. We
will worship outdoors. Table Grace’s food truck will be on site, ready to provide lunch to those in attendance
for a donation.
Coffee Fellowship, will resume on Sunday, August 1. The Fellowship Committee is looking for people willing to
help. Contact Shayla Hall (402) 301-3083 to volunteer.
Peter Svoboda, Session liaison to the Pastoral Nominating Committee shared that the group has met twice.
They elected Bill Neubert & Bob Meyer to be co-moderators, Lynda Shafer vice-moderator and Karen Greni
secretary.
Treasurer Marc Wagoner reported that pledged through May were coming in at 98.82% of expectations. This
strong giving combined with an increase in revenue from building use has Faith Church in very, very sound
financial shape.
So goes the work of your Session.

Attention: All Singers!
SAVE THE DATE
November 4, 2021

The annual PW
Salad Luncheon

Streaming Sunday Worship Service
10:00am
We will continue to broadcast the worship
service on Facebook. If you do not have
computer access, you may listen to the
service by calling 1-844-855-4444 and
entering access code 716966#.

Please save the date: Wednesday,
August 25 @ 7:30pm in the choir room.
This is a great opportunity for you to try
singing with a super group of goofy,
God loving, fun people. We are
planning on celebrating another
EASTER on September 12 and will
have 3 rehearsals to prepare 2
anthems. Would love a full choir loft to
raise our voices in thanksgiving and
praise!
Call Debbie if you have any questions
402-689-7363

Clothing Give Away Update
We will be doing the Clothing Give Away on Saturday, July 31, from 9:00am-1:00pm. We will be setting up on
Friday, July 30, starting at 9:00 am. Mark your calendars - we can always use your help. Come and see the
impact Faith church is having on the community.
Donations of clothing, household goods, bedding, towels etc. are being accepted. Please put the items outside
Room 7. If you need help unloading your donations, call John 402-301-3772 or Terri at 402-301-9520.
We will be sorting clothes on June 30, July 7, 21, and 28 from 9:00-11:00 am.
Thanks in advance for your support.

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Work Weeks
PDA is up and functioning again. We have schedules two work weeks, August 15-21 and October 17-23. We will
be continuing the work we started at King Lake. The work day will be from 9:00-3:00 with more details later. If
you are interested in helping, contact Terri O'Brien at 402-301-9520.
Another way to support the work at King Lake is to donate bottled water, Gatorade, and prepackaged snacks.
Bring your donations to the church .

Pastor Nominating Committee

The PNC has meet several times to get started on the process to call a new pastor. Bob Meyer and Bill Neubert
will serve as co-moderators, Lynda Shafer will vice-moderate, and Karen Greni will be our clerk. Keep all the
members of the PNC in your prayers.

30th Anniversary of
Pastor Tom’s ordination

July Movie Night
July 7, 2021
7:00 PM
In Family Life Center

July
Birthdays

The license to show movies does not allow us to
advertise the movie's title; however, there may be
clues.
Bring a lawn chair.
We will continue our sports themed movie with the
hoops.

July 2 Echo Madler
July 6 Norma Selk
July 11 Matt Ziegler

Church office hours
Monday - Thursday
9:00am-4:00pm
Closed Friday

July 12 Marlin DeBoer
July 12 Jimette Hoham
July 13 Ginger Norman
July 14 Mark Rezek
July 19 Richard Essi

Your Session
Clerk of Session - Joe Seda
Fellowship Shayla Hall
Facilities
Tom Negley
Matt Kasprzak
Jim Willett
Mission & Ev Chuck Shafer
Discipleship Peter Svoboda
Support
Marc Wagoner
Worship
Debbie Eggers
Human Res Scott Jamieson

July 20 Michael Shafer

July 26 Gina Black

Lost and Found
These glasses were found in the
grass near the church after the
outdoor service on June 13th.

Please call the church office at
402-331-6944 to claim.

Faith Presbyterian
Mission Sunday
8100 Giles Road, La Vista

July 11th – Worship 10 AM
Outdoor Service – Bring Your Lawn Chair
Bring Your Appetite
Buy your lunch at the Food Truck
following the service.

The Parish Nurse Corner
Summer is here and that means spending more time outside in the sun. While we may like the
warmth of the sun and how it brightens our day, we need to be aware of the damaging effects the sun
may have on our skin and eyes.
How can I protect myself from the damaging effects of the sun?
1. Block UV radiation by wearing protective clothing. Wear a wide brimmed hat and shade protective
clothing. Sunglasses that are labeled to protect 99% of UV radiation should be worn.
2. Stay in the shade, especially between 10 am and 4 pm when UV radiation is the most intense.
Beware of cloudy days or in the winter because sun can still damage the skin. When near reflective
surfaces such as water, snow and sand be vigilant because the chance of sunburn is increased.
Higher altitudes have less atmosphere to absorb UV radiation so there can be greater exposure to
damaging UV radiation.
3. Choose the right sunscreen. The USDA regulations for sunscreen labeling recommend that
sunscreen has a sun protection factor (SPF) of at least 15, protecting against both UV-A and UV-B
rays. The American Academy of Dermatology recommends an SPF of 30 or higher that is water
resistant lasting 40 minutes or very water resistant lasting 80 minutes. Broad spectrum sunscreen is
best.
There are two basic types of sunscreen.
Physical sunscreen works like a shield sitting on the top of the skin deflecting the sun’s rays. Products
that contain zinc oxide or titanium dioxide are of this type. This is a good type for those with
sensitive skin.
Chemical sunscreen works as a sponge, absorbing the sun’s rays. Products that contain oxybenzone,
avobenzone, octisalate, octocrylen, homosalate and octinoxate are of this type. This type is
easier to rub into the skin and there is no white residue.
What is the right amount of sunscreen? One ounce of sunscreen, enough to fill a shot glass or
the palm of your hand should cover the exposed parts of the body. Reapply every 2 hours. If you are
sweating or swimming, apply more often. Sunscreen can be water resistant but not truly waterproof.
Apply to ears, scalp, lips, neck, tops of fee, backs of hands as well as other exposed body parts. Insect repellant may decrease effectiveness of sunscreen when applied together.
Sources:
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs
American Academy of Dermatology
www.SpotSkinCancer.org
NIOSH Publication No. 2010-116
Raise Awarenss in July for Ultraviolet Safety and Skin Cancer Risk July 06, 2017 by Suzanne Mahon RN,
DnSc, AOCN, AGN-BC

Look for the entire article about Sun Safety at the Parish Nurse table in the centrum.

