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Dear Faithfuls, 
 

You will not find your favorite article – Session Highlights – in this newsletter.  Session was    
scheduled to meet the evening of the day that we got 9” of snow, so we postponed meeting for one 
week. This means the session is meeting after the newsletter articles deadline. 
 

Still, I want to share with you one conversation that the session will be having (I’m writing this     
before the meeting). As you know, we are reading “How to Lead When You Don’t Know Where 
You Are Going,” by Susan Beaumont. This month we are reading the chapter titled “Deepening 
Group Discernment.” 
 

Discernment is a bit foreign to us Presbyterians. We like to use Robert’s Rules to make decisions. 
You know, someone makes a motion, someone seconds it, there’s discussion, then the vote, and 
the majority rules.  For many types of decisions, this does work well.  However, for listening for 
God’s Spirit to guide us, we might hear our own egos, rather than God’s direction. 
 

Here’s how the author distinguishes the decision-making and discernment: 
With a decision approach, we assume that problems are solvable if approached logically; with a 

discerning approach, we assume that God is not neutral about our mission or choices 
With a decision approach, maintaining or restoring order is important; with a discerning         

approach, God’s will is revealed in community 
With a decision approach, we define the problem, gather and interpret data, brainstorm options, 

evaluate alternatives, and select an optimal solution; with discernment, we frame the issue 
to be discerned, use core values and guiding principles, let go of ego and biases, listen for 
the promptings of the spirit, explore options, and then use consensus to move toward a   
selection to put into action 

 

The tools used in the two methods are also different, as are the people who do the work of          
deciding or discerning.  Yes, decision making does work for many decisions – which A/C company 
gives the best value for services rendered, e.g. However, other decisions, such as how do we  
minister to a wider community, might better be discerned, than decided.  
 

Will your session start using discernment sometimes? I can’t answer that. Old habits die hard (for 
the pastor and the elders, I’m guessing). Will the elders be open to discernment? I’m guessing that 
they will.  So, as I often ask, will you please pray for your elders that they may be attuned to the 
guidance of the Spirit. 
         Peace, 

         Becky 



Your Session 
Clerk of Session - Joe Seda 

Discipleship      Shayla Hall 
Facilities        Matt Kasprzak 
         Jim Willett 
         Doug Bogenhagen 
Fellowship        Tracy Kristensen 
Human Res        Bob Meyer 
Mission & Ev      Terri O’Brien 
Support        Peter Svoboda 
Worship        Al Zimmerman  

Sightings 
 

Tracy Kristensen, Meg Dorsee, Peter Svoboda, 
Brad and  Melony Lechner all helped Debbie 
Kippley host a Pizza Palooza for teenagers on 
February 11. Nineteen kids made their own pizzas, 
played games and enjoyed a presentation by the 
puppet team. Youth were in the building having 
fun! 
 

Marc Wagoner has been seen on his knees and 
under desks, installing new phones for the church.  
The new phones are going to be much easier to 
use (recording outgoing messages on the old 
phones was nearly impossible), and they are much 
sleeker. 
 

On a Wednesday, a big crew was on hand to sort 
and hang clothes for the upcoming March Clothing 
Give Away. Terri and John O’Brien, Debbie and 
Clarence Ziegler, Sharon Fleming, Kristine   
Dailey (Charlotte Selmer ’s daughter) and her 
granddaughter Enberlynn, Sung Jo, Ginny 
McKulsky and Pat Starke were all working hard 
in the new clothing rooms, hanging clothes on the 
racks. Kudos to this crew! And, thank you to Sung 
for donating another versatile clothes rack.  And, 
on a Sunday, an even bigger crew sorted and hung 
clothes: Lynda Shafer, Judi Crick, Ruth Tresemer, 
Ginny McKulsky (yes, again!), Bob McKulsky, 
Phyllis Wennstedt, Scott Jamieson, Debbie Ja-
mieson, Pat Bottorff, Steve Bottorff, Janice Min-
er, Sung Jo (yes, again!), John   Tresemer, Rod 
Bosserdet, Mary Ann Stevens, Betty Eggleston, 
Barb May, and, of course, Terri and John O’Bri-
en.  Many thanks to this crew, too! 
 

Did you know that John O’Brien is much more 
than a musician?  He also has plumbing and car-
pentry skills. Thank you, John, for  taking out the 
non-working garbage disposal in the kitchen, and 
for installing a useable handrail for the media 
booth.   
 

We have a new offering counter: Meg Dorsee! 
Thank you, Meg, for helping Ranae count the   
Sunday offering! 

Mar 6   Karen Seda 
Mar 9   Terri O’Brien 
Mar 9   Sandy Stiverson 
Mar 13  Ken Andersen 
Mar 13  Maynard Boehler 
Mar 17  Katelyn Norman 
Mar 19  Dave Wennstedt 
Mar 21  Khyenne Cottrell 
Mar 22  Pat Neubert 
Mar 26  Abby Hansen 
Mar 31  John Tresemer 

 

A Preview of Holy Week 
 

We will celebrate Palm Sunday on 
April 2, with a festal worship service 
that includes waving palms and  
processing into the sanctuary.  On 
April 6, we will observe Maundy 
Thursday at 7:00 pm.  Friday, April 
7, we will mourn the death of Jesus 
with a Good Friday service at 7:00 
pm. And, we will rejoice in the    
Resurrection on April 9, Easter  
Sunday!  More information on these 
Holy Week services will be shared 
during March. 

 PW = ALL Presbyterian Women     
 

Did you know that King David planned a    
murder to be able to marry Bathsheba?  She  
became the mother of King Solomon as well 

as an ancestor of Jesus?   
Join us as we discuss Mary, the mother of  

Jesus, just weeks before Holy Week begins. 
March 21 at 1:30pm in Fellowship Hall  



Streaming Sunday Worship Service    
10:00am 

 

We continue to broadcast the worship  
service on Facebook. If you do not have 
computer access, you may listen to the 

service by calling  
1-844-855-4444 and entering          

access code 716966#. 

Faith Presbyterian Church 
Becky Balestri, Pastor  

8100 Giles Road, La Vista, NE 68128 
402-331-6944 

Web page: www.faith-presbyterian.com 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/faithpresby 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Are you interested in learning about the Book of    

Revelation? Are you aware it’s a book about worship? 

Yes, it is!  To learn more, you are invited to the Bible 

Study, Sundays, February 12, through April 2, 2023, 

from 8:45 to 9:30 am, in Room 9 on the lower level.  

Questions?  Please either email or call Becky Balestri, 

who will be teaching the class.                                

(402-709-0568, becky@faithpresbyterian.com) 

New Address 
 

Margaret Hermansen 
Richmont Terrace 

620 Fort Crook Road #316 
Bellevue, NE 68005 

                    LUNCH  BUNCH 
                        What is this???? 

 Anyone of any age gathering together 
for fellowship. 

 Fun and lunch on the first Friday of 
each month at noon. 

 Beginning Friday, March 3, 2023 we will 
meet at Mama’s Pizza, in LaVista. 

 Need your suggestions and ideas on 
where to go for lunch next.   

Contact Sharon Fleming at  
402 709-2103 or sfleming43@aol.com  

by February 28 for your reservation and if 
you need a ride. 

Another Coloring Day 
 

  Please join us 

Tuesday, April 4 at 11:00 am  

to color pictures for Easter  

followed by lunch. 

RSVP to church office. 

 
             Painting rocks! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         Thank you to the ladies who helped  
         with preparations for Lent. 

 

mailto:sfleming43@aol.com




 

 Clothing Giveaway Update 
 

Thank you, thank you, thank you!!!!! So many people showed up on Sunday to 

help sort and organize clothes.  Almost everything is sorted and ready to go. 
 

The first monthly Give Away will be Saturday, March 18 from 9:00-12:00.  We 

would appreciate all the help we can get. We will be sorting on March 1 and 

15 from 9:00-11:00. 
 

Thanks again.       John and Terri O'Brien 



Helping Hands to the Rescue  
 

Congregation members – Do you have jobs at home 
that you cannot do on your own (cutting up limbs, 
small electrical or plumbing jobs, yardwork, etc)?  

For help, contact the church office, and we will check 
with our Helping Hands Team.   

 

The Faith Church Helping Hands Team is in need of 
a coordinator for 2023.  Anyone interested in filling 

this need please contact the church office.   
 

If you would like to join the Helping Hands Team, 
please let us know and we will add you to our list of 

helpers.  

Great Exercise & Great Fellowship 

 
      Join us for  

 
                  Mondays 6:30 pm 

                   Thursdays 1:00 pm 
 

 
           Join us for  

 
                      Sundays 1:00 pm 

 
If you are interested and want more info,                  

call the church office. 

Coloring Day was January 24th.  
Pictures were completed using 
crayons, colored pencils, and 

markers to put on the bulletin 
board poles in the hallway. This 
was followed by an enjoyable 

lunch. 
Thank you to those who          

participated.  Our next coloring 
day will be April 4th. 

 


