January 2023

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, Faithfuls!
Many of you wished me Christmas greetings – thank you for all the kind words!
The Human Resources Team asked me to do staff evaluations before year-end. We have great
staff members at this church, all faithfully serving this congregation. During the evaluation
conversations, I got to hear wonderful stories of accomplishments during the past year, and hopes
for the coming year. I am very grateful to be serving with Ranae Overton, Steve Harmsen, Debbie
Eggers, Mary Ann Stevens, and Peggy Wagoner. Additionally, although neither are officially on staff, Marc Wagoner keeps our financial records in order, and Janine Yates tends to the
physical and spiritual needs of our congregation. I am grateful for both of them, as well. (Beginning
in January, Janine will be an official staff person.)
Yes, the calendar year begins January 1, and the church year is already in full swing, with Advent
and Christmas behind us. I am looking forward to January 8, which will be the celebration of the
Baptism of Our Lord. We will have a special time during the worship service to renew our
baptismal vows; it will be experiential – come and find out!
Christian Education is resuming in in 2023, too! Please be watching for more information as
Janine Yates will be teaching a Bible Study class on the Psalms beginning this month. In
Lent, I will be teaching a class on Sunday mornings on the book of Revelation – a book all about
worship!
I look forward to being in mission and ministry in the year ahead with all of you!
Peace,

Becky
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Streaming Sunday Worship Service
10:00am
We continue to broadcast the worship service
on Facebook. If you do not have computer
access, you may listen to the service by
calling 1-844-855-4444 and entering
access code 716966#.

Faith Presbyterian Church
“To know, to grow, and to show Christ to
all people”

December Session AND Deacon Highlights
The Session and Deacons met together for a delicious potluck dinner in December. Partly, this is
required by the Book of Order; partly we wanted to enjoy Advent together. The Deacons shared with the
elders the many ways in which they support and care for this congregation.
After dinner, the Session met and these actions were taken:
Discerned which elders would serve on which committees, and who would chair those committees
Elected Joe Seda as Clerk of Session for 2023
Rigorously examined Terri O’Brien and Al Zimmerman, per the Book of Order requirements
(Please ask these elders what tough questions they were asked.)
Agreed to install the two new elders on Sunday, January 8, 2023
Called for the Annual Congregational meeting to be after worship on January 29, 2023
After the closing prayer, the elders played a fun game called “Who Said True” and learned that we have a
couple protesters on our session. What to know more? Ask an elder!

Annual Congregational Meeting
The Annual Congregational Meeting will
be Sunday, January 29, 2023, following
the worship service. Please mark your
calendar now; more information will be
coming during January.

Helping Hands to the Rescue
Congregation members – Do you have jobs at home that
you cannot do on your own (cutting up limbs, small electrical or plumbing jobs, yardwork, etc.)? For help, contact
Janice Miner at 402-339-8304 or the church office, and we
will check with our Helping Hands Team.
If you would like to join the Helping Hands Team, please let
us know and we will add you to our list of helpers.

Sightings
Peter Svoboda, Tracy Kristensen, Lexie Brown and Puppet Wrangler
Debbie Kippley organized a group of youth and their puppets to put on
a wonderful “Come Home to Bethlehem” program on December 18. It
was such a great evening, that one youth in the congregation later
asked, “How do you get on the puppet team?” Thank you, Puppet
Wranglers for a great evening! And, we’re also thankful for Debbie
Eggers who played the piano, and Steve Bottorff and Cindy Anderson
for running the media for the evening.

Jan 1 Jim Willett
Jan 3 Marilyn Mavity
Jan 4 Charlotte Selmer
Jan 10 Kara Negley
Jan 12 John Erickson
Jan 13 Becky Balestri
Jan 15 Jackie Cook
Jan 17 Susan Tafini
Jan 24 Doug Bogenhagen
Jan 24 Lynda Shafer
Jan 24 Ann Tresemer
Jan 29 Mary Ann Stevens

Through the Mission budget of the church, this congregation supports
Moving Veterans Forward. Some veterans are single parents, without
quite enough money for Christmas presents. Chuck Shafer, Mary Ann
Stevens, and Bill Neubert shopped for Christmas gifts for two families.
Christmas for two military families will be a little brighter thanks to
these three Faithfuls.
It was great fun hearing both the Chancel Choir and Grace Notes sing
and play at the Tri-City Community Christmas Carol Concert! Well done!

The church looks festive thanks to a number of people decorating.
Jeana Svoboda provided the lanterns and greenery outside the doors –
thank you! A crew did a lot of decorating on a Tuesday morning. Thank
you to John O’Brien, Steven Ernst, Marc Wagoner, Peggy Wagoner, John
Tresemer, and Crew Chief Ruth Tresemer.

Clothing Give Away Update

The Tri-City Food Pantry

We will be sorting clothes for the
Clothing Give Away on January
18th from 9:00 -11:00 am.

The Tri-City Food Pantry board has
renamed the organization NeighborGood
and created a new logo.

Thanks to everyone who has donated items. There is plenty of
time to get your "stuff" donated.
As always you can get a donation
form from the envelope on the
door to room 6.

Melissa Nelson, the Exeutive Director, wrote this
about the name change:
“We believe that this name reflects our focus on serving our
neighbors with good food and the good hearts of our community that supports us. We want to be a community welcoming
our neighbors into our homes for a good meal. The 3 leaves
in our logo reflect our original cities of support while the
name now encompasses our commitment to all of Sarpy
County and Ralston along with room to grow.”

Thanks to everyone who helps us
with this project.

Mission Sunday January 22, 2023
The Puppet Team
The puppet team F.O.C.U.S. ed Hands presented “Coming Home to Christmas” on December 18 to
an audience of 80 people. Most in attendance were friends and family of the puppet team and new
to Faith. Look for an opportunity to see the recording of the program.
The age of the members ranges from 11 to 19. Some attend other churches, and some are
un-churched. All of them are being impacted by the Christian message of the songs we use. Thank
you to Peter Svoboda, Tracy Kristensen, and Lexi Brown for their help with the puppet team. We
also appreciate the support of Steve Harmsen, the facilities team, Cindy Anderson and Steve
Bottorff.

Your Session
Clerk of Session - Joe Seda
Discipleship
Shayla Hall
Facilities
Matt Kasprzak
Jim Willett
Doug Bogenhagen
Fellowship
Tracy Kristensen
Human Res
Bob Meyer
Mission & Ev
Terri O’Brien
Support
Peter Svoboda
Worship
Al Zimmerman

Great Exercise & Great Fellowship
Join us for

Mondays 6:30 pm
Thursdays 1:00 pm
Join us for
Sundays 1:00 pm
If you are interested and want more info,
call the church office.

THANK YOU
The Worship Team would like to thank those
who donated money for the Poinsettias. They
help beautify the sanctuary during the Advent
Season, and we do appreciate your generosity.

